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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfil.—Matt. 5: 17. 
1. April 7.—The Appearances of the Risen Lord. (Easter 


SOON es i Sco eee © ol 0 x0) at back 0 I Cor. 1S: I-12 

2. April 14.—The Use of the Sabbath oa % are Me Mark 2 : 23 to 3:6 
3. April 21 —The Appointment of the 

fo. ree Ag Mark 3: 7-19; Matt. 5 : 13-16 

4. April 28.—The Beatitudes. ............ Matt. 5 : 1-12 

5. May s5.—Poverty and Riches. ..... Luke 6 : 20-26 ; 16: 19-3 


6. May 12.—The Law of Love, . Luke 6 : 27-38; Romans 13 : 8-10 
Ia May 19.—The Old Law and the ere ife . Matt. § : 17-29 


May 26.—Truthfulness . . . . Matt. 5: 33-37; Jas. 3: 1-12; 5:12 
Or, The Gift of the Holy Spirit (Pentenest esson) . Acts 2: 1-145 
9. June 2.—Hypocrisy and Sincerity, ........ Matt. 6 : 1-18 
. 10. June 9.—Hearing and Doing. .......... Luke 6: 39-49 
11. June 16.—Christ’s Witness to John the Baptist . . Matt. 11 : 2-19 
12. June 23.—The Penitent Woman. ......... Luke 7 : 36-50 
Or, Temperance Lesson. .... +. ccc ceces Eph. 5: 11-21 

13- June 30,—Review 
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The Lightened Load 
By Roy Temple House o 


HEN said the angel: All that see the sun 
Must bear a part of duties, pains, and woes. 
No man escaped his burden; no man chose 
Which he must bear, which do, which leave undone, 
And here I bind upon thee, one by one, 
Toil for the morrow’s bread, the spite of foes, 
A tale of disappointments, age that throws 
A lengthened shadow ere thy course be run, 
And others thou canst not escape. And here 
Lie what thy brethren suffer. Turn and see: 
If thou wilt help bear some of them, ’twill cheer 
A weaker bearer. ‘“ Burdened though I be 
I will help others bear.” Bowed thus with more, 
Behold! the load was lighter than before. 











The New Life 

To do all that we know of God’s will is the most 
hopelessly impossible task that ever confronted a 
sinful human being. Yet Christ asks us to do just 
that. And to make it still harder, he sets forth God's 
will in the Sermon on the Mount: a hopelessly im- 
possible set of principles for human beings to measure 
up to. Not only to kill a man is sin, but to feel in 
your innermost heart any trace of unlove toward a 
man is sin. Noone but Christ, since the fall, has ever 
succeeded in controlling his feelings and thoughts to 
that degree. Yet Christ expects it of ws. And it is 
possible for us: for he is the Way. The Sunday- 
school lesson in which we study these demands of his 
has been well called, «‘The Old Law and the New 
Life.'” We have been breaking the old, familiar 
law. To stop breaking it, we need an utterly new 
life. Christ is that Life. He is infinitely more than 
equal to the task, even in us who have known him as 
Saviour but have failed him. As we simply yield up 
everything to him, ourselves and our hopeless impo- 


tence, he will take complete possession, fill and over- 
whelm us with himself, and steadily, incessantly, un- 
defeatably work these very miracles within us that he 
lovingly commands. Not more knowledge of the 
Law, but a complete receiving of the Life, is our need. 
In his fulness we may thus receive Christ now. 


ax 
Before the Wreck 


In the midst of calamity God's love is steadily at 
work. A striking instance of this was given in the 
account of the wreck of the Titanic -by the assistant 
wireless operator whose story was quoted last week in 
these columns, ‘*The lucky thing was,’’ said he, 
‘*that the wireless [on the Titanic] broke down early 
enough for us to fix it up before the accident. We 
noticed something wrong on Sunday, and Phillips 
and I worked seven hours to find it. We found a 
‘secretary’ burned out, at last, and repaired it 
just a few hours before the iceberg was struck.’’ 
If that defect had not been discovered and repaired 
when it was, every soul on board the Titanic might 
have been lost. Not ‘‘luck,’’ but God's love, was 
watching and preventing this. No man can _ con- 
ceive of the meaning that any calamity might have if 
God's love were withdrawn. Before and after any 
sin-caused wreck is permitted, his love is ceaselessly 
at work. Have we yet trusted that love as he wants 


us to do? 
at 
No Two Alike 


God never deals in just the same way with any 
two of his children. His lessons have to be learned 
differently by us all. So he would have us recognize 
that we are not to treat others as though they were all 
cast in just the same mold. ‘Practical Don'ts for 
Machinists’’ advises, ‘‘ Don’t believe that any two 
men will caliper alike.’’ The wise teacher, or parent, 
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Mistaken 


N CONNECTION with all great truths there is the 
possibility of fallacies ; and in the-great matter 
of self-renunciation there is the same danger of 

error that there is elsewhere. It may seem ungen- 
erous to criticize anything that even bears the look of 
self-sacrifice ; but there are false sacrifices, there are 
mistaken sacrifices, there are renunciations which 
ought never to be made. Yet for fear of cooling any 
ardent flame of generosity we sometimes permit and 
encourage generosities which are really vicious in their 
results, ‘Workers in charity know this full well ; and 
while it would ma: y times be far easier for their per- 
sonal feelings to give away all they have and be done 
with it, they know that this would be only a finer form 
of selfishness. People who are quite free of calculation 
for themselves, have none the less to use calculation 
in behalf of those for whom they would do the best. 

For example, family life is perhaps the greatest and 

most permanent school for the training of character. 
Selfishness there works a long ruin. Parents’ must 
sacrifice for their children, and children for their 
parents. But there are things which neither must 
give up for the other. There are homes where once 
for all the parents: have given up all thought whatever 
for their own comfort when it stands in the way of the 
children’s wishes. The fear of seeming to be selfish 
toward them becomes a selfishness in itself. . Yet the 
best home will be that in which the children learn 
that there are things the parents ‘never forego, and 
those withheld things will afterward seem .o them 
among the treasures of the home: The hours of 
privacy and rest which the parents took for them- 
selves and would not have invaded will be remem- 





or pastor, or personal worker, recognizes that God has 
a different message to give through him to every dif- 
ferent individual. Because one form of truth brought 
a great blessing to one person, it does not follow that 
exactly the same form of truth will be of any benefit 
to another. Christ is infinite in his knowledge and 
his resources ; he can give himself through us to 
others in infinitely varied ways, always measuring 
the need that he would meet through us, and abun- 
dantly satisfying it if we will let him. But to do that, 
we must let ourselves and our own notions go, and let 
Christ lead us out by the pathway of love and sym- 
pathy into the ever-changing variety of others’ per- 
sonalities. To be uniformly helpful we must be uni- 
formly different. 
ad 


Wastefully Active 


Probably most of us waste more time in our ac- 
tivities than in our idleness. It is not the doing noth- 
ing, but the doing what we need not do, that is the 
great destroyer of our highest efficiency. We go 
through six or eight motions to accomplish what 
could have been done as well in five. We take sev- 
eral hundred words to say what could have been put 
into fifty. So our time slips away unnoticed, in trick- 
ling, wasted minutes, and at the end of a day'in 
which we have been ‘‘on the jump”’ all day long we 
wonder why more has not been accomplished. Not 
idleness, but unnecessary activity, has been our foe. 
The person of extraordinary accomplishment may not 
seem to work nearly so hard as we, nor to be nearly 
so busy; yet he gets a great deal.more done. He 
simply cuts out the unnecessary words, actions, even 
thoughts. He not only accomplishes a great deal 
more, but he has more leisure and margin in his life. 
‘* Doing more by doing less'’ is a secret of efficiency. 
If we are keenly conscious that we ought to accom- 
plish more than we do, let us consider whether we 
should not first learn to do less, 
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Sacrifices 


bered by the children with more happiness and pride 
than they will have at the recollection that their 
parents were their drudges and ever at their heck and 
call, The author of 


** T love to steal awhile away 
From every cumbering care ”’ 


was partly moved to write it by the criticism of friends 
and neighbors who made it a matter of blame that, 
with children who needed constant care and who in- 
deed received the very best, she nevertheless retired 
from them and their needs every day, relentlessly and 
continually, for an hour of prayer and meditation 
which nothing was allowed to interrupt. The chil- 
dren got all the other hours, but not that one, and 
they lived to regard what she would not give them as 
a most memorable gift. 

The minister who knows and feels that all around 
him are dozens of immediate needs and concrete ser- 
vices to be done, and who wants nothing more than 
to be of use, meets this issue when he knows, too, 
that prolonged hours and days of study and worship 
and thought are also necessary. If heisa serviceable 
man, he will think of more instances of service than 
any man can meet. He may say, ‘‘ Here is the imme- 
diate thing I can do, there is no doubt about it. Here 
is the other thing which must be done some time, or 
my ministry will be vapid and empty. Which shall 
I do?’’. The Devil will surely make those solitary 
hours of prayer and study look selfish to him if he 
can, and then the poor man will be tempted to drop 
them all and run out and try to prove on the instant that 
he is not selfish, One of the most generous things 
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we can do is not to mind if we cannot immediately 
prove our good intentions. It is a .ich and well- 
planned sacrifice when a minister fights off all these 
specious and plausible and mistaken demands and 
holds resolutely on, determined to give his people 
what comes only from a most vital thoughtfulness for 
them in protecting quiet preparation for their service. 
As a matter of fact, he will probably be found doing 
the immediate duties also better than other men. 
The world around us will be urgent at times about 
our giving ourselves. Service may come to be a cant 
word. It may come to look as if all one had to do 
were to rush out and serve in all directions, But 
back of all that, a man must have something to serve 
with : manhood, character, health, and, above all, 
an inner life. Yet there is much talk to-day which 
would lead one to. believe that worship, and prayer, 
and communion with God, and personal confession, 
ought to be dropped, and the time spent on them de- 
voted to direct helpfulness, Thousands of men are 
to-day trying to serve their fellows who have nothing 
deeper to serve them with than mere good nature. 
‘« It takes a high-souled man to move the masses to 
a cleaner sty.’ ‘*Godliness is profitable unto all 
things."’ And no sacrifice is more mistaken than 





How Much Power Has Christ Over Sin? 


Do we need to go on committing the sins that we 
have been committing? Is Christ a fully sufficient 
Saviour, or a limited Saviour? Is the best that we 
can hope for in this world a partial deliverance from 
our recognized sins, or have we a Saviour who is able 
to make us more than conquerors? Just how much 
do we believe in Christ? These questions need to 
be frankly faced as we consider what Christ really 
means to us and to his church, and what sort of 
gospel it is that the church can offer the world. A 
minister in Pittsburgh seeks light for a Sunday-school 
class that has difficulty in trusting Christ fully. He 
writes : 


Was Christ a human man, like ourselves? Was his life 
while here more than he expected of the Christians of to-day ? 

In my class I am trying to teach them ‘ Be like Christ,"’ 
and that Christianity means ‘‘Sin no more" ; that Christ 
can save us from sinning, and that Christ's life here is an ex- 
ample for us, and he still says, ‘‘ Follow me."" One in my 
class thinks that we cannot make our life sublime, that it is 
impossible for us of a sinful nature to ‘‘Sin no more,’ or 
** Follow me" (Christ), when the enemies of Christ are test- 
ing us. One says that we are sure to sin for lack of power, 
therefore we cannot do as Christ did. 

Kindly help this struggling class, 


We are sure to sin if we doubt Christ's power. But 
whenever we sin, it is not because Christ lacks power, 
nor because he could not have given us his power over 
that sin had we asked him for it. Moreover, we can 
live, by the power of the Holy Spirit, in such an atti- 
tude of continued, sustained trust in Christ and sur- 
render to him, that upon the approach of any tempta- 
tion to recognized sin we shall quietly let Christ take 
the matter in charge, and hold us unscathed. He 
promises this ; he is equal to this ; and his disciples 
find it blessedly true as they simply trust him for it. 

The man Jesus was, of course, unique. While he 
was fully human, he was at the same time sinless, as 
no other man has ever been since the fal! ; and he 
also was and is a member of the Gedhead as no 
created human being has ever been. Nevertheless 
he voluntarily took upon himself our real humanity 
so completely that temptation and sin had apparently 
the same possibility with him that they have with 
us. And also, while he lived as a man in the flesh, 
he evidently needed to look for deliverance to his 
Father in heaven, in conscious and unceasing de- 
pendence upon his Father, just as we need to look to 
God in Christ for our deliverance. Therefore, while 
Christ's sinlessness, and the unique nature constituting 
his Deity, and his mission of deliverance and atone- 
ment for the sins of the world, were all different froin 
the nature and mission of any man, nevertheless Ae 
plainly expects Christians to-day to live as he did in 
the matter of complete victory over all known sin, by 
vecetving Himself as their Life and their sufficient 
Deliverance. 

It is important that we understand clearly the dif- 
ference, just here, between ‘-sinlessness'’ and com- 
plete victory over known sin. There is in the life of 
every human being, no matter how completely sur- 
rendered to Christ and mastered by Christ, an ‘‘ area 
of undiscovered sin,'’—undiscovered to one's self. 
As we live on day by day in Christ-achieved obe- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


that by which a man gives up his unseen service of 
prayer and communion in order to demonstrate more 
definitely to his fellows his willingness to help them. 
After all, a man’s serviceableness never runs much 
beyond his prayer. It may bulk large to the eye, he 
may seem to others an incarnate activity, but when 
all is summed up at the end it shrinks down to what 
he was in his inner life. The highest unselfishness 
is to keep that clear and glowing for the sake of our 
fellows. For long days it may not seem to tell or to 
make much difference ; but then comes the crisis, 
and this is the gift for which there is no substitute. 
The greatest debt we owe to our fellows is that we 
have a personal faith, They may not ask for it, and 
they may on the surface seem to be relieved at times 
that we don’t seem to have any. ' With that half-look 
at what they seem to want, some have frantically 
thrown over faith and betaken themselves to a frenzy 
of philanthropy ; but in the ‘end men never thank 
them for that sacrifice. The world will clamor and 


criticize, and in many ways make our insistence on 
the inner life look almost like a selfish refinement of 
our own ; and then, when all is over, they will thank 
us most for the thing we never let them touch, the 
thing we kept, —our faith. 





dience to his known will, he shows us more and more 
of our sins of omission or commission of which we 
have been entirely unconscious ; and then we turn 
these over to him, that he may deliver us from them. 
This process of growth is to continue through life. 

But all the time that we are being led on into fuller 
knowledge of God's will for us, and fuller recognition 
of our failures to which we have been blind, there are 
in our life recognized temptations to. recognized sin, 
And the practical question for us is, Has Christ suffi- 
cient power to hold me in complete victory over these 
sins that I recognize? Or must he himself admit that 
he is unable to cope with Satan’s influence over me? 
In other words, Has Christ, or Satan, greater power in 
a life that is honestly and completely committed to 
the salvation, deliverance, and mastery of Jesus Christ? 

There is but one answer to this. Christ is greater 
than Satan. Christ is omnipotent. Christ came to 
save his people from their sins. When one of his 
people is not being saved from his sins,—and that 
means from sinning, as well as from the penalty of 
sin, —the lack is not with Christ. It is with the dis- 
ciple, whose unbelief refuses to accept the complete 
deliverance that is offered to him in a sufficient 
Saviour. 

But how are we going to enter into this life of full 
victory and deliverance? Perhaps we have been try- 
ing to do so for years, praying and struggling and 
failing and praying and struggling and failing again. 

To begin with, let us, in Christ's strength, see to it 
that no amount of failure shall cause us to admit for 
an instant that there is any doubt as to the final out- 
come of complete victory. Our hunger and thirst 
afier righteousness are given us in order that, and as 
God's pledge that, we shall be fd/ed if we keep on in 
trust. Let us praise God for our longing desires, no 


matter how far we have yet fallen short of letting 


Christ fulfil them. 

And then let us realize that our struggle and effort 
are never going to win the deliverance for which we 
long. Nothing but the infinite peace and effortless 
power of Christ can do this. Christ cannot even help 
us to do it ; for there is nothing in usto help. No; 
he must do it all ; just he, and he alone. Our part 
is simply yielding : a complete and eternal abandon- 
ment of ourselves, in conscious helplessness, hope- 
lessness, impotence, to this Saviour who in and of 
himself is all sufficient. 

It is a wonderful day of new beginnings to a man 
when he finally and forever stops asking Christ merely 
to help him. Christ does not want to be a. mere 
helper : he wants to be our whole life. He wants to 
be to us what the vine is to the branch : everything. 
The vine does not help the branch ; it and the branch 
are one, and whatever the branch needs to do the vine 
does. The life of sustained and complete victory con- 
sists only of Christ. ‘It is no longer I that live, 


but Christ liveth in me."’ 

When we have offered ourselves in complete sur- 
render and crucifixion to Christ ; when we have asked 
him to hold us forever, in death of self, wholly in 
himself, and fill us with himself in blessed fulness, 
completeness and literalness ; when we in faith thus 
receive him and accept his word ‘that’ he las “done 
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this, even if we have no evidence whatsoever in the 
way of changed feelings or otherwise : then we may 
rest quietly in our sufficient Saviour, Lord, and Life, 
and let him lead us always in triumph. Our surren- 
der and faith must be a sustained act, renewed and 
continued moment by moment. But in the power of 
the Holy Spirit this can be done. With God it is 
possible ; and it is God’s will and purpose for us in 
Christ Jesus his Son. 
~< 


Carrying God’s Word for Daily Use 

To have a portion or all of the inspired Word of 
God always with us, and to read at least a chapter in 
it daily, are two practises that have now become life- 
habits with many through the agency of the world- 
encircling movement known as the Pocket Testament 
League. Membership in this League consists simply 
of one’s signing a declaration of his purpose to make 
a life-habit of the two things named. The blessings 
that attend this are unexpectedly rich, so simple is the 
plan. And it is more feasible than might at first be 
supposed to enlist people of all sorts, in and out of 
the church of Christ, in the League, 

Birmingham, Alabama, has been notably active in 
this work, as reported in The Sunday School Times 
of November 18, 1911. Arecent letter from a Sunday- 
school worker there, Miss Lee McCrae, tells of the 
continued effectiveness of the League in that city : 


The Pocket Testament habit is still growing and strengthen- 
ing in Birmingham. It was started last October with several 
thousand charter members, and at Christmas time the little 
book was put as a gift into many another pocket. 

Many Alabama State convicts are not only carrying ‘Testa- 
ments, but are pledged to read them daily, and the result 
already is the conversion of two of these crime-hardened men, 
some of whom declare they cannot remember ever having 
read in a Bible before in their lives. 

In February, when the Men and Religion Forward Move- 
ment held a week's campaign here, a fresh impetus was given 
the League work, for every man actively engaged in the cam- 
paign not only pledged himself to read and carry the book, 
but to present the pledge to men and beys whom he could 
influence. ‘This means between two and three hundred ag- 
gressive Leaguers. 

One young man, trying to break himself of the cigar habit, 
has a handy little box into which he drops a nickel every time 
he refuses to smoke, and the nickels all go to buy Pocket 
‘Testaments ‘‘ for the other fellows.”’ 

In March, at the Walker Memorial (M. E.) Church, a 
leader urged the work upon an organized class of men num- 
bering two hundred and six, and they promptly voted.to join 


as a unit, and hereafter mark themselves in Sunday-school 


upon their daily readings. 

The superintendent of the Fairview Methodist School re- 
cently purchased a hundred and fifty Testaments for his sec- 
tion, and another package of a hundred was ordered for East 
Lake. Many schools report a gradual but continuous in- 
crease in the number of pledges, showing that the movement 
is not one of excitement, but of deepening conviction. 

Knowing all this, I was not a little surprised to have a 
prominent superintendent inform me that the work had come 
to a standstill in Aés school. 

‘*Indeed ! I'm sorry to hear that!"’ I exclaimed. 

‘Well, you ought not to be,’’ he replied calmly. 
stopped because everybody's got one.”’ 

What would it mean to America if every Sunday-school 
superintendent could put an end to the work in ¢haé fashion ! 


“Ts 


It would mark the beginning of a genuine Bible- 
study revival if all Sunday-schools should enlist all 
their members in the daily carrying and reading of a 
Testament or Bible. And a Bible-study revival is 
likely to lead into a revival of the full power of Christ 
in human lives. 

Here is a means at hand which God is marvelously 
blessing throughout the world. In the foreign field 
and at home the Pocket Testament League is opening 
hidden treasures to hungry hearts. A national League 
was formed last year in Canada, and the work grew 
there with amazing rapidity. The Canadian Honor- 
ary Secretary is W. S. Dinnick, Esq., 84 Victoria 
Street, Toronto, Ontario. A national organization for 
the United States is just now being formed, while in 
the meantime the work has moved forward in local 
centers and on the Pacific Coast with characteristic 
effectiveness. 

Have you tested it for yourself, and in your own 
church and Sunday-school, and among your individ- 
ual acquaintances? A good way to get acquainted 
with its possibilities is to read Mr. George T. B. Davis’ 
story of its world-reach, ‘‘ The Pocket Testament League 
Around the World,.’’1 

The Sunday School Times will welcome letters from 
readers in any part of the world telling of their own 
experience with the Pocket Testament League, how 
it was taken up by them or introduced in their church 
or neighborhood, and what blessings they have seen 
as a result, especially in the changing of individual 
lives, their own or others’. 

1 To be had from The Sunday School Times Company, at 25 cents. 
A leafiet of information as to the League, how-to start it ina Sunday- 
school, with. prices of special Pocket League Testaments, membership 


cards, etc., will be mailed free by The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany ; ora fuller pamphlet of desirable suggestions, at 10 cents. 
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The Song of the Prodigal Son 


By Therese Tyler 





“* Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.’’ 


HE Prodigal Son looked away from his work, and he sniffed at the wind on 
the lea, 
And the sweet, sweet spring broke over the earth, and a bird carolled clear 
in a tree. 
‘‘I am weary of toil,” said the Prodigal Son, ‘‘ and the Father is old and austere ; 
For what does he know of the throb of the blood at the birth of the glad young 
year?” 


The Elder Brother labored on, nor lifted his eyes from the ground: 

He knew not the thrill of the crete sap, nor of rivulets singing unbound. 
‘* Long are the tasks the Father gave, and swift the hours glide; 

Unprofitable servants we; oh, haste, nor look asjde.” 


The little, white clouds floated merrily, by o’er the depths of the georgeous blue, 
For the brave young wind he was driving them on with light puffs, and they 
laughed as they flew. at 
** We are stifling our souls,” cried the Prodigal Son, ‘‘ let us rest and rejoice for 
a space, : : 
That. our hearts may be strong in the fulness of life to accomplish our labor with 
: grace.” 


The Elder Brother shivered.and frowned, and shaded his face from the light: 
‘* The joy that endures, O my brother,” he said, ‘‘is the joy of our work done 


For a moment the younger irresolute stood, then he flung down his work with 
a crash, 

And he turned on his brother with-head lifted high; from his eyes leapt live 
scorn like a lash; 

The Elder Brother would fain have reproved, but tho’ struggling for speech he 
was dumb; 

And lo, between them, great and still, they felt the Father come. 


He looked on the Elder Brother’s work, and he praised it with never a smile; 

‘Then he wistfully turned to the younger, and said, ‘‘ Draw thou near to my 
heart for a while.” : 

But loud in the ears of the Prodigal Son rang the rush of the wind in its might, 

And bright in his eyes shone the gleam of the sun, as he cried, ‘‘ Give me, 
Father, my right! 


«« What profit have I that I toil and refrain, to the glut of thy treasuries tall ? 

What profit have I that I deaden my soul by refusing to answer my call? 

Yea, why should I work for a father so hard that he drains all my strength and 
my fire, ; 

Giving naught in return but a spirit burnt out with the heat of its thwarted 
desire ?” 


‘* And knowest thou not, O thou latest-born son, that in me is the fulness of all, 
Ah, knowest thou not that the heart of my love is attuned tothe pulse of thy call?” 


aright ; ‘* My brother hath served thee full many a year; I have seen how his soul be- 
The Father hath given it, therefore 'tis best; oh, beware lest his purpose -be came dust: 
crossed ; I deny thee henceforward allegiance and faith, for in naught save myself will 
If thou follow the lure of the longing for life, if thou think for thyself, thou art I trust!” 
lost.” 
Oh, loud in the pride of his strength and his youth as he turned from the Father 
The Prodigal bent him again to his task, but a glad little breeze bore along aw 


The delicate strength of the breath of a rose, the thrill of a nightingale’s song. 
**Oh, canst thou not hear how the powers of spring sountl a summons to yield 


them their own?” 


** Nay, how should I hear what my Father forbids? In his will is my pleasure 


alone.”’ 


ONE, lone, lone, 

The Father sitteth in the echoing rooms 

That once the laughter of a boy made glad, 
Watching the Elder Son go blankly on 
With knee bent humbly low, and vacant eye 
Dull-lidded, unresponsive, never raised. 
The weary night brings a more weary dawn. 
What soul shall sound the Father’s bitter woe ? 
‘* My. son—how long? how long ?” 


What of the Son? 
Have the long whirling many-colored years 
Brought in their train that splendid throb of life 
He hoped tor when he left his Father’s house ? 
The freshness of the spring is long since spent; 
The summer heat of passionate carouse 
Can only scorch the hungry wandering soul 
Struggling to drown therein the memory 
Of that last look which pierced him as he went. 
Sometimes, in swirls of maddest revelry— 
Long dizzy burning draughts of yellow wine, 
He can, with sodden soul, a little while 
Forget his father’s face. Then suddenly, 
Like lightning flashing thro’-a lamplit room, 
Right thro’ his glittering misery will pierce 
Some blinding ray of spiritual flame, 
Around his heart some whiplash thought will twine, 
And straight the fiery pang will surge again, 
Tenfold more strong, too sharp for him to bear. 
If he would quench that fire, he must learn 
To kill the sacramental joy in life 
In quest whereof he came to that far land— 
And make himself a beast. 


Once, only once, 
He laughed indeed as he had hoped to laugh. 
For, as with desperate haste he seized the cup 
Whose poisonous essences should still his pain 
For one short hour at least, he raised his eyes 
And thro’ a red haze saw how by the door 
Lest, entering, he stain his spotless soul, 
The Elder Brother stood with wistful eyes, 
And said, ‘* Now truly art thou wondrous giad, 
Bathing thy spirit in life’s golden flood; 


** Son, 


A® AN autumn sun sank dully down on fields shorn bare of grain, 
And leaden-heavy clouds hung low before they burst in rain, 
The weary Elder Brother from the toil of harvest days 
Went slowly homeward, empty-hearted, void of joy or praise. 


He lifted his eyes to the darkened house where the Father sat stern. and alone, 
Then he started aback, for those pitiless walls with a tremulous radiance shone: 


; him, 


Yet, in the end, I who walk sad and lone 

Shall mount a loftier throne than thou canst boast, 
And thou shalt perish by the Father’s wrath.” 
Slowly he went, and loud, in mirthless glee, 
Echoed the laughter of the younger son, 

Laughing thac any man at all should crave 

The weight of an exceeding bitter curse. 


And then, at last, there dawned the lurid day 
When wine and harlots suddenly lost power 

To stand between him and his memory. 
Shuddering and aghast, he knew at length 
That tho’ he craved the fetid husks wherewith 
The swine around him choked their living souls, 
He might not eat them. Desperately he strove, 
But some dark force hecould not understand 
Thro’ racked him, writhing, and he loathed his meat. 
He halted, looking into an abyss : 

Life was become a throbbing agony ; 

Beyond, his only refuge seemed to be 

Death, and the horror of the great unknown— 


Shuddering, utterly alone, his soul 

Stript of,illusions, naked to the wind 

That blows between the worlds of life and death, 

He felt the hammering throb of pain take form. 

First on his deadened ears deep echoes rang 

Dimly, but clear and sweet, stirring the depths 

With an unwonted pang—his Father’s voice ! 

And with that memory, before he knew, 

He wept. How many years since he has wept! 

Aeoss his burning “caine tenderly 

Those veiling mist-wreaths swept ; a little while 

Rested upon them, bringing with them peace, 

Then lifted, and as one awakening, 

Knowing the mystic gardens of the night 

For half-forgotten shadows in the morn, 

Dazzled and dumb, he watched a light increase, 

Terrible, soul-revealing, fraught with fear, 

Yet, though he would, he could not look away, 

But, spellbound, watched the white-hot heart of flame 

Tremble, inspired by a fiercer breath, 

rahe dissolve, retreat as tho’ in shame, 
esolve itself at length into a Face 


; ay, : 
Oh, loud in his purpose the Prodigal sang, lest the Father compel him to stay: 
He looked not behind him, yet e’en as he went, the freshness of freedom grew 


dim; 
For he knew by the sinking of spirit and flesh that the Father had looked upon 


Tenderly awful, mercifully strong, 
Smiling as though upon a frightened child, 
Yea, even as he knew it, long ago, 
In those dead days of innocence and peace. 


Suddenly, wildly rushing, like the surf 
Wind-driven, swallowing up the shiftless sand, 
Over his soul a mighty longing swept 
Once more to see the bother face to face, 
If die he must, at least to die forgiven, 
In his old lost place, at the Father’s feet. 
How many a hired servant in that house, 
Serving for pay alone, all incomplete, 
Yet, by the Father’s grace, may daily feast 
Upon the maina of that perfect Love ; 
For, knowing naught beyond the sordid hope 
Of saving their poor souls from final doom, 
These, by their light, have done the best they knew. 
‘Thus, famine-stricken, steadfastly, at length 
He knew his heinous sin for what it was, 
And rose to go unto his Father’s house. 
But oh, the weary shrinking on the way ! 
How-can he know whether he hath repented ? 
How can he know whether that Father who 
In the old days seemed all austerity 
May not in righteous anger close the gate ? 
What profit hath the Father of the ruth 
Of such as he, whose youthful strength is spent ? 
What can he hepe save to be driven forth 
To reap what he hath sown? Were it not best 
oor to give up, and perish hopelessly, 

ut unrepelled, in that grim outer dark 
Where sinful souls find endless punishment ? 


Ah, when that last most bitter fight was fought, | 
When that same courage which had sent him forth 
Into a world unknown, had brought him back, 
Manfully humble, to his Father's feet, 
Let all men who distrust be still, and mark 
How, falling on his neck, the Father cried, 
‘**I am the beauty which thy soul hath sought ; 
I am the balsam which shail heal thy wound ; 
My son was dead, and is alive again ; 

He who was lost is found.” 


thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.’’ 


the night. 


Blinking he stood in blank amaze : 
‘* My lord, thy brother is returned ; for him we hold carouse."’ 


The brilliant windows merrily flashed lon 
And glittering waves of triumphant-voice 


shimmering pathways of light, 
song throbbed forth on the chill of 


**Is this my Father’s house ?” 


( Comtinued on page 291) 
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A Re and a Pro 


oe the very beginning of the Men and Religion 
Forward Movement, its leaders had in mind a 
great Continental Congress that should bring to 
a climax the series of seventy-six campaigns to be 
held in the larger cities of the country. This Con- 
gress was first planned for Chicago, as a central loca- 
tion ; then changed to Washington, as the nation’s 
capital; and then, as the Movement gained in strength 
and cumulative power, it was decided to make the 
bold venture of placing it in New York, most difficult 
of all American cities to reach with religious things. 

A cloud was cast over the Congress in its very be- 
ginning by the awful disaster to the Titanic. How 
deeply this event affected the whole country may be 
seén from the fact that because of it very many men 
who had signified their intention of being present at 
the Congress by sending in their registration fee, did 
not appear. And as to New York City, its attention 
was almost completely distracted at first. The news- 
papers could find little time and space for anything 
else. But still the Congress was of such surpassing 
importance, and its progress of such extraordinary 
interest, that nothing, not even a Titanic disaster, 
‘could continue to overshadow it. The interest, great 
at first, became intense before a day of the Congress 
had passed ; and before the end became at times as 
much as flesh and blood could bear. 

‘The outstanding feature.of this Congress, as with 
the Edinburgh Conference, was the report of the 
Commissions that had been appointed to consider 
certain great phases of Christian work. There were 
eight of these that reported at the New York Congress, 
on the following subjects, and in the order that I 
name them: Publicity, Boys’ work, Evangelization, 
Rural Church, Social Service, Missions, Bible Study 
and ‘Christian Unity. The members of these Com- 
missions had been. wisely chosen and were repre- 
sentatives of the best in. the life of the church 
in America to-day. Their reports had _ been 
printed, and were in the hands of. the delegates, 
for suggestion and discussions. The chairman of 
each Commission introduced his subject with an ad- 
dress of not more than twenty minutes ; one or two 
members of the Commissions followed with five or 
ten minute, speeches ; and then others were given a 
chance to express themselves in from two to five 
minutes, So there was both an inspirational ‘‘lifting- 
up'’ of the theme presented, and the offering of 
practical suggestions concerning special portions of 
the subject. With the aid of this discussion and of 
still further consideration by the Commissions, the 
reports will be revised and printed in permanent form, 


HE two reports that created the greatest interest and 
are likely to have the widest influence were those 
on Publicity and Christian Unity, the first and the 

last presented, The Chairman of the Publicity Com- 
mission is George W. Coleman of Boston, formerly 
publisher of The Christian Endeavor World, and now 
president of the Associated Advertising Clubs of 
America. The secretary is William T. Ellis, the 
well-known journalist ; and a large part of the credit 
for the painstaking labor and the skilful statement of 
suggestions belongs to him, This Commission frankly 
recognized that there is now a very unsatisfactory 
state of affairs as to religious publicity, and that the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God are not be- 
ing brouglit before the world in the way they ought to 
be. It took the ground that blame is to be placed on 
both sides: that the daily press has not given a fair 
amount of space or of intelligence to religious news ; 
and that religious forces have not been sufficiently 
awake to the value of such publicity, nor wise in se- 
curing it. In the general discussion the reporter on 
the daily paper was. scored for his ignorance of relig- 
ious affairs and his oftentimes frank contempt for 
them ; while the opinion was also expressed that 
church papers have not been by any means as effi- 
cient as they might have been. 

Two recommendations of the Commission are 
specially important, The first was that ‘‘ every daily 
newspaper maintain an organized religious depart- 
ment, in charge of a member of its staff,’’ and that 
this reporter should be just as expert in his depart- 
ment as the sporting editor in his. And the second 
was that ‘‘a Central Publicity Bureau be maintained, 
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The Christian Conservation Congress was “‘ dif- 
ferent.”” So far from being only ‘one more 
convention,”’ it definitely unified the many-sided 
message of the gospel, so that evangelism and social 
service and Bible study and missions are seen in 
their proper relation as strands of the one red cord 
of divine love. The elevated plane of the principal 
speeches set a new standard for prophetic utterances. 
The insistence of the delegates was ever upon 
practical Christian unity in service. The Men and 
Religion Movement has shown that the churches 
can actually work together. 

The Men and Religion Movement has kept faith, 
and is now non-existent. It has immolated itself 
on the altar of church loyalty. Not by new move- 
ments, but by faithful churches, is the kingdom to 
come. True, the denominational brotherhoods 
have been brought closer together, and they are 
adopting the Men and Religion five-fold program 
of Bible study, boys’ work, evangelism, social 
service, and missions; and the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America is being stirred to 
new life; and other existing general organizations, . 
such as the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, and the International Young Men’s Christian 
Association, are alert to new conditions. These 
bodies have arranged for an annual conference in 
the interest of increased efficiency and fellowship. 
The Men and Religion Forward Movement body 
is dead, ‘*‘ but its soul goes marching on.”’ 

s 





to which news agencies and newspapers may apply, 
by day or by, night, for latest information upon news 
affecting any of the American religious organizations 
in North America.or abroad.’’ This last suggestion is 
being very carefully considered, and. it is hoped that 
such a National ‘Publicity Bureau may be put into op- 
eration soon, in charge of a man who will command 
the confidence of all interests concerned. All in all, 
this Publicity Report marks an epoch in the history of 
the church in America, and seems destined to set in 
operation forces that will revolutionize the way in 
which religious news is handled. 

The report of the Commission on Christian Unity 
was anticipated with keen interest. There have been 
many who were skeptical of the assurance made by 
the leaders of the Men and Religion Campaign that 
it was only a movement, not an organization, and 
that with this final Congress the Movement should 
pass out of existence. At the very beginning of the 
Congress, however, when President James G. Cannon 
rendered his report for the Committee of Ninety- 
seven, he made it plain that this was the final report, 
and that with its acceptance the Committee of Ninety- 
Seven passed out of existence. Although many delegates 
strongly opposed this action, the leaders in charge stuck 
consistently to their original statement, that the Men 
and Religion Campaign was designed simply to arouse 
the men and boys of America to their duty for Christ 
and the church, and that now the task rests with 
the Christian church through its own organizations to 
carry on the work that has been so efficiently outlined. 


O when Bishop Hendrix, President of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, rendered 
the report for the Commission on Christian Unity, 

there was little said about organization, or even about 
union, but about unity. All the stress was laid by 
him and his colleagues on the spirit of fraternity and 
love. that should actuate those. who are Christ's. 
Great credit was-given, however, to the Men and 
Religion Movement for the tremendous impetus it 
has given to the spirit of brotherhood and of co- 
operation. Bishop Hendrix used a very happy phrase 
when he spoke of this New York Congress as ‘‘ The 
Hague Conference’’ of the Christian churches of 
America. And Dr. Ira Landrith, President of Bel- 
mont College. of. Nashville, Tennessee, who was the 
Secretary of the: Commission, reported the very signi- 
ficant fact that of the ‘‘over four thousand evangeli- 
cal churches and congregations in the towns where 
Men and Religion’ campaigns had been ‘conducted, 


more than three thousand, or 75 per cent, actually 
and actively participated in the campaigns. In one 
city with one hundred and fifty churches every one 
took part. It is safe to say that the New York Con- 
gress marked a milestone in the march of the churches 
of America toward the fulfilment of their Lord’s 
prayer that ‘‘ they all may be one,"’ 

Very impressive addresses were made by the Rev. 
Charles W, Gilkey in presenting the report on Boys’ 
Work, by Dr. John Timothy Stone in presenting 
Evangelism, by Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin on Social 
Service, by Henry Wallace on the Rural Church. 
Dr. Robert E. Speer was the spokesman for the Com- 
mission on Missions, and President Davis of the 
Chicago Theological Seminary brought very vividly 
before the Congress the need of Bible study and of 
trained teachers in the Sunday-school. 

Professor Rauschenbusch, in discussing the report 
of the Commission on Social Service, remarked that 
‘*the Men and Religion Movement had made social 
service orthodox.’’ The campaign leader, Fred B. 
Smith, departed from his usual procedure to add 
some remarks of his own, saying that he wished to 
make the confession that there was a time. when he 
was bitterly opposed to social service and had resolved 
to drive it out of the American church, if possible, 
but that he had been completely changed, and was 
now for it heart and soul. 


NE other feature requires mention. There was a 
remarkable series of addresses given by some of 
the best-known leaders in the religious life of 

America. The list of subjects and the qualifications of 
the speakers who presented them, bear this out: William 
Jennings Bryan, and John Macdonald of the Toronto 
Globe, on ‘‘ Christianity and Governments,’’ Booker T. 
Washington, and ex-Governor Northen of Georgia, on 
‘‘The Negro Problem,’’ Congressman Richmond P. 
Hobson on ‘*Temperance,’’ John Mitchell on the 
‘Labor Problem,’’ Professor Steiner on ‘‘ Immigra- 
tion,’’ John R. Mott and J. Campbell White on « For- 
eign Missions,’’ Gipsy Smith in an evangelistic address, 
Dr. Talcott Williams of the Pulitzer School of Jour- 
nalism on that topic, and Dr, Jowett with a closing 
sermon on ‘‘ Thy Kingdom Come.’’ It was felt that 
the address of the only woman on the program, Miss 
Jane Addams, made a deeper impression than any 
other. She spoke on the ‘Social Evil,’’ and her 
speech was a model of the delicacy and also of the 
frankness with which this most important of all sub- 
jects in America to-day must be handled. 

There were 1,338 delegates present at the confer- 
ence. They came from 453 different cities ‘and 
towns. The representative character of the assem- 
blage is shown by the fact that thirty-six different 
states had delegates present. Mr. Bryan remarked 
that it was one of the strongest groups of men he had 
ever addressed. Fred B. Smith presided over all the 
sessions at the request of the Committee of Ninety- 
Seven, and it was a gratification to all to see how 
fresh and buoyant he was after his arduous labors. 

A very tender feeling was thrown over all the Con- 
ference by the memorial service on Monday night for 
William T. Stead, the great English journalist, who 
was to have spoken at the Congress on ‘‘ Universal 
Peace,’’ but who perished in the Titanic disaster, 
The Rev. J. Stuart Holden, who was on the program, 
was also to have sailed in the Titanic, but was pre- 
vented by the iiiness of his wife. Mr. Sherwood 
Eddy, Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, and John Mac- 
donald, were the speakers in this memorial service. 
Added impressiveness was given to this event when 
it was learned from a survivor who was with Stead 
that the great writer was in his cabin preparing his 
address for this very Congress when the vessel struck. 

The members of the Christian Conservation Con- 
gress went away with the conviction that it was a far 
greater assemblage than they had conceived in their 
most. ambitious thoughts. Their faces were set in 
the lines of strong resolve when, on the last night, 
Gipsy Smith led them in the singing of ‘‘ Where he 
leads me I will follow,’’ and urged them to go forth 
to practise what they had sung. And their counte- 
nances were lit up with high hope when Dr. Jowett 
spoke of the many gladsome signs of the coming of 
the Kingdom, for the «‘day of the Lord is at hand.’’ 
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Does it impeach the accuracy of the Bible when the dates and numbers recorded in its different 
books appear to disagree ? : The explanation is found in the difference between the ** grocery *’ 
and “ post-office” method of counting. Dr. Beecher’s clear treatment of the Bible method 
of counting should encourage a search of the Book itself in working out dates, instead of 
depending wholly upon chronology schemes given in books of reference. 


HEN one wishes to date a biblical event in 
terms of the Christian era, he commonly does 
not work out the date for himself from the 

statements of the Bible, but goes to some book of 
reference for it. The books of reference contain con- 
flicting schemes’ of Bible chronology, atid often fail to 
distinguish between them. In the circumstances itis 
not surprising that men’s ideas of the chronology are 
exceeding: confused. - 

The more courageous and consistent of the advocates 
of the prevailing schools of criticism have here no 
hesitation. They hold that most of the chronological 
numbers found in the Bible come from the writers 
whom they regard as the latest, and that they have 
little or no value. Many who would not state the 
matter so boldly, none the less reach practically the 
same result. ‘They begin by saying that the spiritual 


“lessons do not depend on the chronology. They speak 
‘of the difficulty of being absolutely correct chronologi- 


cally, and of the unimportance of slight inaccuracies. 
They speak of the likelihood that such a number as 
forty may be used as a round number, or of the ease 
with which the letter that stands for two might be 
mistaken for the letter that stands. for twenty. And 
then, on the basis of such facts as these, they practi- 
cally reject most of the: numerals. Thus we have a 
condition of things in which our books of reference 
date biblical events, in many cases, by numbers which 
contradict those of the Bible ; and these dates, being 
accepted by coriservatives as well as by their opponents, 


_ Cause endless confusion and difficulty, From this 
** ‘eoHfasion theté is at present fio escape except’ for those 


who will take the trouble to work out the dates for 
themselves. All others should regard all the dates of 
the earlier centuries as provisional, and should be 
cautious in building inferences upon them. 

Fortunately, the greatest values in chronology are 
those that depend on synchronisms, and not on dates 
in an era. In many cases where you cannot be sure 
of the date B.C, at which an event occurred, you can 
nevertheléss be perfectly sure in regard to the con- 
temporary events and their interrelations, 

it will help us in deciding on chronological questions 
to understand the biblical way of counting units of 
time. 

The ordinary year of the Bible is practically the 
interval between one spring equinox and another. 
For most purposes it is sufficiently accurate to say 
that it began with anew moon in March. It contained 
twelve months, perhaps approximately lunar months, 
with a thirteenth month whenever this was necessary 
in order to keep the beginning of the year from getting 
too far from the equinox. ‘The beginning of the year 
must have been determined-by some kind of observa- 
tion of nature, no one knows what. The Babylonians 
and Assyrians used the same year, perhaps with 
differences in details. It is the year of which cur 
month-names September, October, November, Decem- 
ber (seventh-month, eighth-month, etc.), are a monu- 
ment. 

Other kinds of years have been in use among 
peoples both ancient atid modern, but for ordinary 
purposes of biblical chronology it is not necessary to 
consider the others. 

In ancient chronology, biblical or ethnical, the way 
in which you take your units of time is important. 
In counting how many years an event occupied, you 
may take the calendar year as your unit, inquiring 
how many calendar years were wh olly or partly covered 
by the event; or you may use the year simply as a 
measure of time, and apply your measure at the point 
of time when the event began. We moderns com- 
monly use the latter method, and measure time by 
years and fractions, just as we figure out the value of 
nine and a half pounds of sugar at five and three- 
fourths cents a pound. For the moment let us call 
this the-grocery method. But there are instances in 
which we count our units differently. We donot put 
a stamp and a half on a letter that weighs an ounce 
and a half. We do not assign nine and one-third 


representatives to the state that has nine and one-third 
units of population. In mileage books the conductor 


“does not tear off fractions of a mile. There are 


plenty of these instances in which we so assume our 
units that we count a fractional part as either negligible 


-or else as a complete unit. Call this, if you please, 


the post-office method. Then youcan put the matter 
thus : the Bible counts units of time by the post-office 


‘method, and not by the grocery method. 


This is probably the way in which the vast majority 
of mankind still counts units of time, for most pur- 
poses. In Japan and Korea they count a person's age 
in this way. Mrs, Underwood says of her boy: ‘‘He 
was not. six years old, Korean count. ... In that 
country ages are counted in quite a different way from 
ours. ... You are at once, as soon as you are born, 
one year old, ... One is just as old as the number 
of years during any part of which one has lived, and 


_a baby born on the thirty-first of December would, 


one year and a day later, on the first of January, be 
three years old." (Zommy Tompkins, 1905, pp. 61, 
62.) 

In most instances the differences between these 
two ways of counting neutralize one another, so that 


the two methods reach the same results. Butin some 


instances this is not the case. If a king began to 
reign the tenth day of June, 1842, and died the eighth 
day of April, 1852,’ his reign was, by the grocery way 
of counting, one of nine years, nine months, twenty- 
nine days. I suppose that most persons now living 


‘would be content to: say that he reigned ten years. 


But by'the post-office way of counting he reigned 
nine years if‘ you neglect both of the fractions of a 
year, ten years if you count one fraction, and eleven 
years if you count both. The eleven years would be 
the calendar years 1842 and 1852, with the nine inter- 
vening years. 

An incident of this way of counting is the difference 
between the accession year of a king and his first 
year. By the grocery method, the accession year of 
the successor of our supposed king would be the same 
with his first year, and both alike would be the year be- 
ginning the eighthof April. By the post-office method 
his accession year would be the calendar year 1852, 
and his first year, probably, the calendar year 1853. 
With people who had no era number by which to 
designate a year, who designated their years by saying 
that it was such and such a year of such and such a 


“king, the calendar year within which a king died was 


already named for that king, and the following calen- 
dar year was, ordinarily, the first year of his successor, 
In the Bible, in such instances the broken year is in- 
variably counted to the outgoing king, and is in some 
instances counted also to the incoming king, being 
thus counted twice. 

In such cases one is of course compelled to compute 
by processes of tabulation, either written or mental ; 
mere. arithmetical processes of addition or subtraction 
or averaginy will not answer the purpose. But this 
makes no real difficulty ; in all save a few exceptional 
cases the data for understanding the numbers are un- 
mistakable, 

Very few persons who have studied the subject will 
disagree with what has thus been said, though un- 
fortunately many neglect these points when they en- 
gage in practical work. In particular, men ignore 
these facts when they attack the numerals of the Bible. 
As a familiar example, the reigns of the kings of Israel 
from Jeroboam to Jehoram, as given in the books of 
Kings, aggregate 98 years ; those of the kings of Judah 
for the same period aggregate ninety-five years. This 
is often quoted in proof that the numbers are unre- 
liable. But if you tabulate the numbers, allowing 
the ordinal numbers to interpret the cardinal num- 
bers, you will-find all the data clear and consistent, 
and will find that the whole number of years is neither 
ninety-eight nor ninety-five, but just ninety.1 Or 





1 See the author’s “ Dated Events of the Old Testament,” pp. 126- 
134 (The Sunday School Times Co., $1.50). 
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again, some persons find difficulty with the statement 
‘my 12; 40) that the Son of man shall ‘be three 

ays and three nights in the heart of the earth.'’ The 
writer thought of the three calendar units which we 
call Friday and Saturday and Sunday as each a period 
of twenty-four hours ; and thought of Jesus as in the 
grave for at. least some part of each of those three 
periods ; and he imputes to Jesus the same way of 
computing time. 

If you will simply accord to the Bible numbers the 
fair play of honestly trying to understand what the 
Bible authors mean by them, taking into account the 
ways in which they were accustomed to compute time, 
you will find that the numbers stand the test. And 
you will decide, in the circumstances, that this 
amounts to more than a mere removal of difficulties, 
that it is a strong positive accrediting of the biblical 
chronology. 

Ausury, N. Y. 


~ 


‘Religion That Refuses to Be Suppressed 


ALLING attention to the Christian faith has been 
the great objective of the Men and Religion 
Movement, just brought to a close with the 

Conservation Congress that convened in New York. 
And above many significant lessons of the Movement 
is this one: that not only domen need religion, but 
they want it, and that a man with a real message from 
Christ may insistently press that message before men 
anywhere, in season and out of season, 

Two remarkable experiences show the impact of 
religion upon men in what are perhaps the two most 
chilling environments for a warm message : a .nen’s 
club of non-church goers, and a secular educational 
institution. The first incident occurred in a tour 
across the country in the interest of Sunday-school 
work ; 


We were received with bands and a procession of lun- 
dreds of children and young people. With many social 
features and a strong conference program, the climax came 
in a men’s banquet in the elegant Elks’ clubhouse-—not a 
place in which to expect a. warm religious atmosphere. 

ust before the banquet began the presiding officer, a 
Judge, said to our manager: ‘*These men are upwards of 
sixty percent not church members. They enjoy smoking ; 
would your party object if we smoked after dinner? ’’ 

** No,’”’ he answered, 

«One other thing. As the men are not avowedly re- 
ligious, it might be wise not to. make, your addresses too 
religious ;, make them civic and moral’? - 

The manager forgot to tell Dr, and myself, who 
were down for the principal addresses. So we spoke with 
all the fervor and directness usual with such’ a body of 
representative business and professional men. Between 
the addresses one of our party gave a touchirig - recitation 
of a backwoods church which softened all hearts and 
brought tears to many eyes. Not only did the entire 
crowd, including the toastmaster, forget to smoke for an 
hour and a half, but they punctured our addresses with ap- 
plause over and over again, even the most vitally religious 
and directly personal appeals, and many came to us after- 
ward with tender expressions of appreciation, The whole 
experience was another illustration of the readiness of 
non-church members to listen to men with warm hearts 
and earnest messages about religious theme:.. 





The second incident is quoted from an address of a 
virile preacher in one of our Eastern cities : 


I have been in a great Western state of this Union dur- 
ing the past few months where the Bible is excluded from 
every state institution. I went to speak at one of these 
state universities, and was met at the threshold by the 
president of the university with the statement : 

** You know this is a state institution, and [ am confi- 
dent that you will respect that fact, and that you will not 
present the subject of religion in any way.’’ I had quite 
a conversation with the president, and he turned me over 
to the president of the Board of Regents, who were sitting 
that day. I said to him, ‘‘I would not want to be incon- 
siderate of the amenities that obtain in such an institution 
as this, but when you ask me to come into an American 
institution of learning and leave my religion outside, I will 
Stay outside with my religion.’’ 

** We hope you are not hurt,’’ they responded. 

**No,’’ I answered, ‘*I am not hurt; but I shall be 
hurt if there is a state in America where a minister of the 
gospel cannot come as a minister of the gospel and speak 
on his own specialty.”’ 

And I went in and spoke, and I had a splendid time, 
and when I had finished my talk, the president of the col- 
lege said to the students: ‘* You will not be required to 
attend the next period of study, but I would request that 
you go to your rooms and seriously think over what has 
been just brought te your attention: I. know you will not 
go out to play or be hilarious, but that you will give 
serious thought to the problem that has been presented 
to you.’”’ 

And they invited me to come back to that state university. 
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RECRUITING FROM THE CRADLE 


HE SITUATION.—On good authority it is stated 
that 3,000,000 babies are born each year in 
North America. As the Cradle Roll includes 

the years from birth to three, there is ample opportu- 
nity to increase the Cradle Roll membership in many 
Sunday-schools. The present membership in North 
America is about three-quarters of a million, an in- 
crease of 60 percent in three years. 

Within the past year more than one Cradle Roll 
has been reported as the largest in the world. Two 
exceeded 800 members ; another, less widely known, 
had 730 difterent names enrolled during 1911. Some 
methods used in building up these strong Cradle 
Rolls will be given, with their plans for Beginners or 
Kindergarten Departments. Fresh reports have been 
received from all within the past three months, 


First Christian Bible School, Portsmouth, Ohio 


HE ENROLMENT.—Mrs. Katherine M. Wil- 
liams is general supervisor of the Cradle Roll, 
Beginners, and Primary Departments, with 

special helpers in each. For the past seven years 
she has been Cradle Roll superintendent. During 
that time more that 2,700 names have been enrolled. 
Last summer, before promotion, the enrolment was 
825. Of these 204 were promoted. By Christmas 
the membership had passed 7oo. It is the aim to 
always keep the roll over 500, and to care for all they 
have. . Through the Cradle Roll the gospel is carried 
into many homes not identified with any church. 


. The Organization.—The first two years Mrs. Wil- 
liams did all the work. Now it is well organized. 
An. efficient Cradle Roll secretary looks after all minor 
details, about supplies, records,.etc. _In each of five 
different wards in the city there is a president, secre- 
tary, and treasurer, with ten helpers in each ward. 
Each section goes to the Cradle Roll secretary: for 
everything needed, 

There is a mothers’ class in the Bible school for 
mothers with tiny babies or timid children ; a moth- 
ers’ meeting is held quarterly, and at least twice a 
year a special social is planned for babies and 
mothers, to promote good fellowship. 


Promotion.—-The yearly promotion is attended by 
hosts of parents and friends. Last June the large 
platform was enclosed with a dainty white picket- 
fence, decorated with trailing vines and occasional 
clusters of red rambler roses. Beginners and Primary 
children marched with flags, then grouped at the 
back of the enclosure, and sang. The Cradle Roll 
children marched down the center aisle. As the 
leaders reached the platform steps, the white gates 
were opened by ribbons drawn back by two children. 
As the little ones passed through, the older children 
sang, ‘‘ Open the gates for the dear little feet.’’ 

The short program was rendered by litiie people. 
The Beginners recited some things they had learned, 
and the Primary children took part in other ways. 
The Cradle Roll superintendent gave a shovi talk on 
the purposes and blessings of Cradle Roll work. 
After the children had left the platform a group of 
mothers took their places with children too young to 
march, After a solo they joined in the chorus, 
‘¢ Leading little children to the Master's feet.’’ 

The Beginners room is not large enough to accom- 
modate all who belong. It holds 150. There isan en- 
tirely separate session with an appropriate program. 
There are ten helpers. The two-years’ course of In- 
ternational Beginners Lessons is used, At least 100 
are promoted each year with an impressive program. 


The Secret of Their Success.—Mrs. Williams un- 
derstands the secret of making every moment and 
plan count. She is a doctor's wife, does her own 
housekeeping, is a faithful attendant at the church 
service and prayer-meeting ; she is president of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society of more than 300 members, 
After prayer-meeting each week she meets her ten 
primary teachers ; after the Beginners children are 
dismissed from Bible school she meets her ten Be- 
ginners teachers ; during the session, while they are 
busy with the lessons, she spends a little time in con- 
ference with her Cradle Roll secretary. She finds time 
also for aumerous calls, and for prayer about her work. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CLINIC. 


This month the specialist is Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Elementary Superintendent of the Intermational Sunday School Association 


First M. E. Sunday-school, Brazil, Indiana 


RADLE ROLL.—-When this school adopted the 
motto, ‘‘ We Seek the Last One,"’ the babies were 
included. The Cradle Roll was organized: in 

1900. SinceMiss Mildred Lambert became Cradle Roll 
superintendent, two years ago, the membership has 
greatly increased. Miss Lambert has two assistant 
superintendents and twelve helpers in different parts 
of the city on the lookout to solicit parents for new 
names, They are seldom refused. Each week the new 
members are reported. Before Easter (1911) 818 had 
been enrolled, and not another baby could be found. 
The population of Brazil is less than 10,000, On 
Children’s Day (1911) 275 were promoted. When 
last reported the membership had reached 641. 


Organization.—The helpers distribute the beautiful 
certificates of membership and souvenirs of all special 
days. Many of the certificates are framed. Entry is 
made in a card index birthday record and on the wall 
roll. The Cradle Roll monogram button represents 


the Good Shepherd holding a lambin his arms. Each. 


birthday is remembered by an appropriate card sent 
out by the Cradle Roll secretary. At Christmas a 
gift is sent to each member. If a baby dies, flowers 
and a note of sympathy are always sent to the home. 


Cradle Roll Class.—There is a Cradle Roll class 
for the older babies who attend Sunday-school. The 
Cradle Roll superintendent cares for these in suitable 
ways until they are promoted’ to. the Beginners De- 
partment. Acclass of fifty-nine mothers was organized 
for those who brought babies too small for classes. 
(Sometimes fifty baby carriages or go-carts may be 
counted near the entrance.) There is a special teacher 
for this class. She and Miss Lambert visit the sick, 
comfort the sorrowing, look up the absent, help the 
discouraged, hold prayer-meetings in the homes, min- 
ister to the spiritual needs, and lead parents to Christ. 
Their presence and influence are a benediction wher- 
ever they go. The Cradle Roll is an anchor to many 
homes, and often wins parents to the church. 

Once a year a reception is given to this Cradle Roll 
mothers’ class, with a suitable program and refresh- 
ments. A Cradle Roll Day is recognized. 


Promotion.—Upon Promotion Day a _ premotion 
card, a certificate, and a gilt-edged Testament are 
given to each child. In five years over one thousand 
Testaments have been distributed. 


Beginners Enrolment,—In this school a separate 
Beginners Department was not organized until Janu- 
ary, 1909. Its present membership is 202, with an 
attendance of about half that number. The depart- 
ment has good equipment and supplies and is graded 
into classes for children three, four, and five years 
old. The superintendent conducts the department and 
has ten helpers as teachers, with whom he holds 
monthly conferences. Each teacher keeps a class-book 
with a complete record. There is also a general card 





Clinical Notes 
By Chief-of-Staff 

1. If three million babies are born each year in North 
America, allowing for the full number of deaths of young 
children, there are probably about six million children 
under three years of age, and three-quarters of a million, 
or 12 percent, are enrolled on our Cradle Rolls. What 
a fruitful field of Sunday-school extension ! 

2. These schools demonstrate that large Cradle Rolls 
are possible. No school should stop short of every child 
in its church homes under three years of age on its 
Cradle Roll. 

3. It is not hard to find the secret of the success of 
these schools in Cradle Roll and Beginners work. 
They were thorough in looking after details. 

Note that in each school responsibility was placed and 
its assumption recognized and appreciated. 

5. For all the work done exercises which recognized 
the work were carefully planned. 

6. In planning for these two younger grades great care 
was taken to provide something worth while for their 
mothers. : 

7. Note, too, there is room for improvement even in 
these successful schools. 
















index in the department's special color. Birthdays are 
remembered by a card presented the following Sunday. 


Reception and Promotion._-There is a special an- 
nual reception to Beginners and their mothers and an 
annual entertainment, which is packed. At both, the 
program is rendered by the Beginners from material 
which they have learned. On Promotion Day a certifi- 
cate and a red letter Testament are given to each child 
upon leaving the department. 


St. Paul’s Church, Halifax, Nova Scotia 


T. PAUL'S is a wonderful historic church over 
one hundred years old. The present rector and 
archdeacon, the Venerable W. J. Armitage and 

his wife, have introduced a number of modern Sun- 
day-school methods. The remarkable Cradle Roll 
deserves worthy mention. 


Enrolment.—Their Cradle Roll is nearly nine years 
old. For six years a former Primary superintendent 
was also Cradle Roll superintendent, but could: not 
give it sufficient attention. For the past three years 
Mrs. Annie L. Elliott has superintended the Cradle 
Roll with marked success. She has four assistants, 
Since July (1909) 776 names have been added to tite 
roll. The highest enrolment at any one time was 730 
(May, 1911). After promotion, removals, and new 
additions, the enrolment (March 20, 1912) was 687. 


How Names Were Secured.—No effort is made to 
reach outsiders. The babies belong to the families in 
the parish. The rector, curate, and evangelist, as 
they visit from house to house, securé the names. 
Each week the rector sends a typewritten report to 
Mrs, Elliott, who looks after all details.’ An enrol- 
ment-book is accurately kept. In addition the names 
are registered and placed on the: roll upon the wall of 
the Kindergarten Department. Certificates tire isued 
and delivered in person, ro 


Special Features.—On the birthdays. appropriate 
cards are sent. On Rally Day,: Easter, and Christ- 
mas, the little ones are invited to attend. Symbols 
placed after the names—a train, rose, or angel—indi- 
cate those who move, graduate, or go home to’ heaven. 
There is no recognition of a Cradle Roll Day or Pro- 
motion Day. Each child, when about three years 
old, enters the Kindergarten Department. A vital 
interest is mainiained in the homes by visitation. 

The name *‘ Beginners’’ has not yet been adopted. 
The Kindergarten Department occupies one section of 
the Primary room. It is under the supervision of thé 
rector’ s wife. The work is adapted to little children,’ 
and interest is manifested in introducing the best 
methods. Visitors are not encouraged. 


UGGESTIONS.— There seems to be an unim- 
proved opportunity for each of these schools to 
distribute helpful literature to the mothers of 

the Cradle Roll children, to be read in the homes, 

Building committees need a deeper realization of 
the possibilities of Cradle Roll and Beginners work, 
and should make ample provision to accommodate in 
a separate room all the Beginners. The Portsmouth 
Department is hampered for lack of room. 

In the Brazil school the attendance of Beginners 
should be larger. The mistake was made of taking 
little children into the.classes of older people, so that 
children have been scattered through the school. 
Miss Lambert is working hard to overcome this diffi- 
culty and to gather in the Beginners room all who 
rightfully belong there. If a,,parent or older child 
would be visitor to the Beginners until the little child 
becomes accustomed to. staying there, the Beginners 
would soon be contented in their*proper place, 

It would seem wise to remove the Cradle Roll 
Class and the Mothers’ Class to another separate 
room, to allow ample space for all Beginners. 

We hope that the Halifax school may soon be able 
to arrange for an entirely separate Beginners Depart- 
ment, with its own officers and program. 

In reporting these schools, not all details have 
been mentioned, but those were given which showed 
the different. plans. that have proved successful. 
It is hoped that many schools may. receive new 
inspiration. toward building up these two important 
departments. 
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eh fierce October days we fought with Price and 
Van Dorn at Corinth, Mississippi,—the third 
and fourth. Twenty-eight thousand Confeder- 
ates hurled themselves against the forts, —Robinette, 
Williams, Richardson, and a fourth, Powell, near the 
Corinth Seminary. These were all new forts, un- 
known to the Confederate generals. Fort Williams 
was a very strong work, defended by big thirty-pound 
Parrotts,—a type of our best guns at thatday. I 
have heard of surprises in war. But I think the com- 
pletest I ever saw was one sprung by this bastion of 
big guns upon a little Confederate field battery at the 
beginning of Corinth fight. The enemy knew well 
the location of the town, and before daylight they ran 
that little park of six-pounders up under the guns of 
Battery Williams and began shelling the town, greatly 
to the discomfiture of a few thousand non-combatants 
who dwelt therein, for it was a great depot of sup- 
plies. The gunners enjoyed the little fight they were 
having all by themselves, while the big fort, blank- 
eted in the darkness, emulated ‘‘ Brer Rabbit’’ and 
lay low. But when daylight raised the curtain, those 
thirty-pound Parrotts, as though amazed and indig- 
nant at this nest of pop-guns playing war on the very 
doorsteps of their fort, tore themselves loose like rifled 
thunderstorms at musket range. The little Confeder- 
ate battery? Oh;—that? One evening of a dismal 
November day a kind-hearted citizen of Brooklyn 
observed .a little boy standing atthe foot of a dark 
stairway that led to some mysterious region above, 
weeping bitterly. 

«« What is the matter, little man ?’’ asked the citi- 
zen. kindly. 

‘¢Pap’s gone upstairs to lick the editor,’’ sobbed 
the boy... 

‘« Well,”’ said the philanthropist, ‘hasn't he come 
down again ?"’ , 

The boy sobbed afresh. He said : 

*« P_pieces of him have !"’ 

It seems to me, as I recall the incident at this dis- 
tance, that fragments of those little cannon came 
down. during: that afternoon. However, I was much 
occupied with things nearer me that day, and was 
not looking for the descent of terrestrial meteors, 


A Baptism of Fire—and of Tears ° 

Twenty-eight thousand Confederates dashed them- 
selves against our line of defense those two savage 
days like waves of the sea, My own regiment lay in 
the ditch of Battery Robinette, which bore the brunt 
of the final attack. Curtains of infantry connected 
the forts. Fora wall of sand is as good to stop the 
sea as a sea-wall of granite. Twenty thousand boys 
in blue there were under Rosecrans, fresh from fight- 
ing the same foes at Iuka, where our major, Crom- 
well, had been taken prisoner. The fighting on the 
third punished the Federals severely. At half-past 
nine o'clock on the morning of the fourth, Price's col- 
umn, formed ¢# masse, came charging along the 
Bolivar road like a human torrent. It moved in 
phalanx shape through a storm of iron and lead from 
batteries and infantry, and drove through all opposi- 
tion, the men béwing their faces, but pushing on, as 
men crowd their way against a driving storm, As it 
came within rifle-range, the phalanx divided into two 
columns covering the front of the forts. It captured 
Fort Richardson, and General Rosecrans’ headquarters, 
in front of which seven dead Confederates were found 
after the battle. It seemed that nothing could stop 
that onrush of determined men, But in the score of 
minutes that so often decides a battle, the Fifty-sixth 
Illinois recaptured Battery Richardson, the heavy 
assaulting column was thrown into confusion, and the 
splendid charge was turned into a swift.retreat. The 
whole affair lasted half an hour, 

Meanwhile Van Dorn's column, which should have 
co-operated simultaneously with that under Price, but 
was delayed by the natural obstacles of broken ground, 
tangled swamps, and densely-wooded thickets, came 
charging in on the Chewalla road. Texans and Mis- 
sissippians these fighters were. I was greatly dis- 
turbed to perceive they were headed straight - for our 
position, —Forts Williams and Robinette ; but then I 
thought of those fearful Parrott thirty-pounders and 
the terrible guns of our own Robinette trained point 
blank on that charging whirlwind. Colonel Rogers 


Beyond all the horror of the Titanic tragedy, we 
are cherishing the memory of the private-citizen 
heroism that met the sudden test and did not fail. 
Just that-is the richest heritage also of our Civil 
War. The battle that Dr. Burdette pictures here 
brought him face to face with a heroism that made 
patriotism a new word, and showed how far beyond 
even the death test men will go for a dear cause. 
In this single battle the loss more than quadrupled 
the appalling toll of the Titanic. And Christian 
nations are still preparing for war. 





himself led his Texans, densely formed, in a close 
charging line massed four deep, the Mississippians 
keeping pace with them. The infantrymen sprang 
to their feet. Volley after volley of musketry helped 
the big guns tear the assaulting lines to pieces. 
But they kept on. They struck the infantry supports 
as a great combing wave strikes a reef. They beat 
us down with their muskets and thrust us away with 
bayonet lunges. Colonel Rogers leaped the ditch at 
the head of his men, and was killed on the slope of 
the parapet. We saw the soldiers in gray swarming 
into the embrasures, fighting with the gunners who 
met them hand-to-hand with muskets and sponge 
staffs. The Ohio brigade of Stanley's division, firing 
withering volleys, came to the rescue of the forts and 
their supports, and Confederate reinforcements hur- 
ried into the maelstrom of fire and steel. Our colonel, 
Thrush, was killed, shot through the heart. Step by 
step we crowded them back until they shared the fate 
of the other column and turned in retreat. The 
battle was over. Battalions‘of gray and blue stretched 
themselves along the dusty roads toward the Hatchie 
River, in mad retreat and hot pursuit. Of the 48,000 
troops engaged, 7,200 were killed and wounded, 
showing how continuous had been the fighting. There 
had been no idling precious time away in the great 
industry of Christian nations,—kiiling each other. 
Of the casualties, 4,800 were Confederates, 2,400 Fed- 
erals; I-know that none of the wounded, and I don't 


- think one man of the killed on either side, changed 


his opinions because the other man had fired first or 
more accurately than himself, That shows how much 
of an argument war is, 

That night I was detailed on duty with the parties 
that go over the field, looking for the wounded and 
the dead, succoring the living, burying the dead. The 
savage day had been a baptism of fire. The night was a 
baptism of tears. The day had been the terrible in- 
spiration of battle. The night was the meditation of 
sorrow. On the battle-field death was the grisly King 
of Terrors, wearing the black plumes of a mighty con- 
queror, naked and splendid and bloody in his bru- 
tality. Fighting under his crimson standard, the 
gentlest soldier was shouting, ‘‘ Kill! kill!'’ Here, 
in the starshine that sifted sorrowfully down through 
the pines on the white faces and mangled figures, 
he was terrible in his silent reproaches, —‘* Why have 
you men called me out and set me on to do these 
things ?*’ 


The Roasted Acorns’ Silent Message 

We found a dead Confederate lying on his back, 
his outspread fingers stretched across the stock of the 
rifle lying at his side. He was one of Rogers’ Texans. 
Fifty-seven of them we had found lying in the ditch 
vf Battery Robinette. I covered his face with the 
slouch hat still on his head, and took off the haver- 
sack slung to his neck that it might not swing as we 
carried him to his sleeping-chamber, so cool and quiet 
and dark after the savage tumult and dust and smoke 
of that day of horror, 

‘* Empty, isn’t it?’’ asked the soldier working with 
me. I put my hand in it and drew forth a handful of 
roasted acorns. I showed them to my comrade. 
** That's all,’’ I said. 

‘*And he’s been fighting like a tiger for two days 
on that forage,’’ he commented. We gazed at the 
face of the dead soldier with new feelings. By and 
by he said : 

‘¢T hate this war and the thing that caused it. I 
was taught to hate slavery before I was taught to hate 
sin. I love the Union as I love my mother—better. I 





think this is the wickedest war that was ever waged in 
modern times. But this—*’' and he took some of 
the acorns from my hand—‘‘ this is what I call pa- 
triotism.”’ 

‘*Comrade,"’ I said, ‘‘I'm going to send these 
home to the Peoria Transcript. 1 want them to tell 
the editor this war won't be ended until there is a 
total failure of the acorn crop. I want the folks at 
home to know what manner of men they are we are 
fighting.’’ 

That was early in my experience as a soldier, It 
never changed my opinion of the cause of the Con- 
federacy. Iwas more and more devoted to the Union 
as the war went on. But I never questioned the sin- 
cerity of the men in the Confederate ranks, i real- 
ized how dearly a man must love his own section who 
would fight for it on parched acorns. I wished that 
his love and patriotism had been broader, reaching 
from the Gulf to the Lakes,—a love for the Union 
rather than for a state. But I understood him, I 
hated his attitude toward the Union as much as ever, 
but I admired the man. And after Corinth I never 
could get a prisoner halfway to the rear and have any- 
thing left in my haversack. 

Oh, I too have suffered the pangs of hunger for my 
dear country, as all soldiers have done now and then. 
But not as that Confederate soldier did. We went 
hungry at times, when rains and mud or the inter- 
ference of the enemy detained the supply trains. But 
that man half-starved. That's different. After the 
battle of Nashville, December, 1864, we marched in 
pursuit of Hood as far as the Tennessee River. There, 
for more than a week, we subsisted on corn,—not 
canned corn and not even popcorn, but common yel- 
low field corn on the cob, And the row we suffering 
hero-martyrs made about it! A soldier was carrying 
a couple of ears of corn to a camp-fire to parch for 
his supper. A mule tethered near by saw him, and 
lifted up its dreadtul voice in piteous braying. The 
indignant warrior smote him in the jaw, crying, ‘‘ You 
get nine pounds a day and I get only five, you long- 
eared glutton, and now you want half of mine !’’ 


Bare Feet and Empty Stomachs 

In those days of sore distress we learned various 
ways of preparing field corn to make it edible. We 
parched it and carried it around in our pockets, munch- 
ing it at all hours and coughing the hulls out of our 
aesophagi with raucous hacks. We made hominy of 
it, as the negroes taught us, boiling it in lye made 
from our abundance of wood ashes, and hulling it in 
mortars hollowed in the oak stumps, Then we learned 
to make corn pudding. This was hominy served on 
another plate for dessert, The ‘‘other plate'’ we ob- 
tained by scouring the same one with ashes and a 
corn-cob, Also we made corn pie, molding cold 
hominy into pie-like shape, very like the sauce of 
John Baptist Cavaletto in Marseilles prison who made 
what he would of his three hunks of dry, coarse bread 
by cutting them into the desired forms of melon, 
omelette, and Lyons sausage. So we made the hom- 
iny into the likeness of the dishes we ‘‘ honed for."’ 
We used to say that we dined with the mules because 
the cook was on holiday. 

Other haversacks we found that night on Corinth 
field with scant rations in them. Sometimes it was a 
chunk of corn-pone. I used to think hard-tack filled the 
order for concrete breakfast slab, but corn-pone a week 
old reconciled me to soft food. Hard-tack for mine. 

So the Southern people loved the states for which 
they suffered. As Professor Sloan writes of the French 
nation: ‘* No people ever made such sacrifices for 
liberty as the French had made. Through years of 
famine they had starved with a grim determination, 
and the leanness of their race was a byword for more 
than a generation.’’ That was why they held Europe 
at bay in their bare feet and with empty stomachs. 
Any cause for which we suffer deeply grows dearer to 
us with the suffering. We love it highly and holily. 
And when I listen to this beloved country of ours talk- 
ing morning, noon, and night about money, and 
money, and more money, I think of the parched 
acorns I found in the haversack of that brave Confed- 
erate soldier lying on Corinth field with his face turned 
toward the stars. 

PASADENA, CAL. 
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LESSON 7. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


HE Panama Canal is rapidly drawing to comple- 
tion. ‘The most massive single structure of the 
entire enterprise is the Gatun dam. It covers 

some four hundred acres of ground, and contains 
enough material to make a wall of earth three feet 
high and three feet thick half-way around the globe. 
The dam is almost too big to be seen. ‘‘ To the tour- 
ist it is now a most disappointing sight. When he 
approaches Gatun, he inquires where the dam is, for it 
is said the slope of the structure is so gentle that few 

ple recognize it as adam.” One of the engineers 
is reported to have said that within a year after the 
Canal is opened some people will be saying that all 
this talk about the great Gatun dam is a myth, be- 
cause with its sides and top covered with tropical 
vegetation, as it will be, this. incredible production of 
skill and labor will be almost invisible. Yet there it 
will be, and on its sunken and concealed strength 
the vast body of water of Gatun Lake will depend 
for safety. 

So it was with the Old Testament law. Although 
we may not emphasize it to-day as it once was empha- 
sized, it stands as the great massive foundation of the 

ospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus did not come to erase 
it, but to use it to ne and carry that more perfect 
truth that we needed. 





The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 
Refresh your mind by a review of the whole situa- 
tion. of Christ and his pupils at the time of the giving 
ofthis sermon on the mount. Professor Riddle’s 
first paragraph will help you. Refer to the geuveral 
outline of the sermon given in lesson for April 28 in 
The Sunday School Times. Professor Riddle’s sec- 
ond paragraph will show how the lesson naturall 
divides itself. The passage begins with ‘ Thin 
not,” implying that they might think erroneously. 


Professor Clow’s first paragraph shows why Jesus 
would warn them of this error. Professor Riddle’s 
note on verse 17 suggests another reason, Every- 


thing depends now on getting a clear notion of what 
position Jesus did take in regard to the Old Testa- 
ment. It was the foundation or receptacle for his 
teaching. Professor Riddle explains ‘ fulfil” in his 
note on verse 17, and Professor Clow in sete ys me 4, 
Mr. Ridgway in paragraph 1. The profound impor- 
tance of the Old Testament law is shown in Professor 
Clow’s second paragraph. Dr. Mackie explains the 
illustration ** jot or tittle” in paragraph 2. See also 
Professor Riddle, note on verse 18. The seriousness 
of obeying and teaching it is explained by Professor 
Riddle’s note on verse 18, and Mr. Ridgway’s second 

aragraph illustrates it. The leony engi of the 
Pharisees is condemned, Dr. Mackie (1), and Mr. 
Ridgway (3) show what their righteousness was. 

Professor Clow’s fifth paragraph shows how Jesus 
fulfils the law, using the one law against murder. 
His third paragraph shows the spirit of Jesus in do- 
ing this. Voras 22 is explained by Professor Riddle’s 
note on it, and by Dr. Mackie’s third paragraph, and 
Professor Clow’s fifth, Verses 23 and 24 carry the 
fulfilment even farther, as shown in Professor Rid- 
dle’s note and Mr. Ridgway’'s fourth paragraph. Pro- 
fessor Clow’s sixth paragraph shows how we may at- 
tain this spirit. Jesus’ last admonition Professor Clow 
interprets, —— 7. Dr. Mackie (4) explains the 
figure, and Mr. Ridgway’s last paragraph illustrates. 
The Westminster New Testament on Matthew and 
Abbott's Commentary will be found very useful. For 
clear light on what the new Life is, why it fulfils the 
law, what its power is and how it is obtained, read the 
open letter on ‘‘ How Much Power Has Christ Over 
Sin,” page 278. 
The Class in Session 

It is not at all surprising that Jesus was accused of 
brushing aside the ‘‘law” (John 5 : 16-18). Indeed, 
it would have been more surprising if this confusion 
had not arisen. Bythe “law” the whole Mosaic law 
is probably meant, though we see that for conve- 
nience in illustrating Jesus took just one of the Ten 
Commandments. ther special bits of the ‘‘law” 
he treats in subsequent parts of this discourse (Matt. 
5: 27, 38, 43). By ‘tthe prophets” the whole range 
of the exalted teaching of the inspired prophets is 
meant. Jesus did not come to repeat what Moses 
and Isaiah had taught, nor even to repeat their teach- 
ing, but to give something in advance of them. This 
advancing beyond them does not mean he is disre- 
garding, denying, or destroying them, On the con- 
trary, but for them he would not be the prepared-for 


MAY 19. THE OLD LAW AND THE NEW LIFE 


Matthew 5 : 17-26. Commit verses 17, 18 


Golden Text: He that loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled the law.—Romans 13 : 8 


i7 Think not that I came to the 
I came not to destroy, but to fulfil.. 28 For verily I say unto 
you, ‘lill heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass away from the law, till all things be ac- 
complished. 19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 For I say unto you, that except your teousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 


in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven, 

2t Ye have heard that it was said to them of old time, ? Thou 
shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of 
the judgment : 22 but I say unto you, that every one who is 
angty with his brother ? shall be in danger of the Andgment: 
and whosoever shall say to his brother, ® Raca, 
danger of the council ; and whosoever shall say, * Thou fool, 
shall be in danger 5 of the ¢ hell of fire, 23 If therefore thou 
art offering thy gift at the altar, and there rememberest that 
thy brother hath aught against thee, 24 leave there thy gift be- 
fore the altar, and Fe thy way, first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift. 25 Agree with thine adver- 
sary quickly, while thou art with him in the way; lest haply 
the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge * deliver 
thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 

Say unto thee, ‘hou shalt ~f no means come out thence, till 
thou have paid the last farthing. 

1 Ex. xx, 13; Dt. v.17. 2 Many insert 
cause. * An exp ion of tempt. * Or, Moreh, a Hebrew ex- 
pression of condemnation. 5Gr. unto or into. *Gr. Gehenna of fire. 

Some ancient authorities omit de/iver thee. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
b 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The referenc: v . 
UF this varias Wensoatastiches’ ta, tala fooee o¥ as Times] 

Verse 17.—What “‘law’’ and ‘‘ prophets’”’ did Jesus 
refer to, and in what sense did he use the word ‘‘ destroy ’’ 
in this verse ? (Riddle; Clow, 1; Mackie, 1; Sanders, 2; 
Stifler, 6.) 

Verse 18.—What does this verse mean ? (Riddle ; Mackie, 
2.) 
Verse 19.—What did Jesus refer to in using the phrase 
** these least commandments’’? What did Jesus mean by 
*« the kingdom of heaven ’’? (Riddle ; Clow, 2; Stifler, 6.) 

Verse 20.—Who were “ the scribes and Pharisees,’’ and 
in what did their ** righteousness ’’ consist ? (Riddle ; Clow, 
2; Miss Lovett, 1; Stifler, 6.) 

Verse 21.—Whom did Jesus mean when he spoke of 
**them of old time’’? hat ‘* judgment’? was meant? 
(Riddle.) 

Verse 22,—What is the meaning of the word ‘‘ Raca’’? 
What was ‘‘the council’? ? What was meant by “ the hell 
of fire,’? and why was so severe a penalty pronounced 
against those who should say to another ‘‘ Thou fool’’? 
(Riddle ; Mackie, 3; Sanders, 8.) 

Verses 23, 24.— What connection has this command with 
what preceded it? Is the command in these verses to be 
taken literally? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 25.—What is the meaning of this verse ? (Riddle; 
Clow, 7.) 

Verse 26,—What does this verse teach about punishment 
for sin? (Riddle; Mackie, 4; Stifler, 8.) 


law or the $ 
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Messiah that he was. The law and the prophets are 
like vessels that he can fill with refreshing water. 
They are the external, visible, simple things that he 
fills with the inner, invisible, spiritual truth. Verse 
18 is a profound endorsement of the Old Testament, 
absolute and unmistakable. It is a living ‘* book-for 
all ages.” See how particular he is to state this in 
unequivocal terms, even to fine points. And verse 
19 carries this endorsement farther still because he 
plainly says that in the heavenly bookkeeping men 
are rated according as they do and teach this law. 
Which means that the Ten Commandments have not 
been repealed in the least degree, but are to be: fol- 
lowed with ‘a higher obedience. This higher obedi- 
ence means to observe the very spirit of these things 
in addition to the letter. What he protests against 
in the 20th verse as the false righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees is that they obey only the letter 
of the law and are quite blind to its spirit. Their 
‘*fence around the law " led to hair-splitting quibbles 
about literal observances, and while engaged in this 
they had quite forgotten the true meaning. The 
truer spirit was what Jesus came to add_.to the reli- 
gious experience of the human race. Not devout 
acts, but devout hearts, make men godly and their 
lives truly religious. Right here was the gulf that 
divided Jesus from the religious men of his day. The 
kingdom of heaven they could not enter into is that 
newer relation to God as the kind and loving heavenly 
Father. The Pharisees had no heavenly Father. 
Their God was a hair-splitting’ lawyer. 

To perfectly illustrate what he meant, Jesus takes 
the sixth commandment, ** Thou shalt not kill.” The 
law mentions only the act as sinful. Jesus says not 
only the act, but far more,—the thought; the hate, the 
feeling, is equally sinful with the act itself, for the 
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inner hate is the mother of the outercrime, (Quote 
Clow’s fifth aph.) Smouldering 
anger that will burst out into ‘‘ Raca,” or the more 
bitter ‘‘ fool,” is the breaking of the law. So certainly 
is this true that a man cannot properly worship his 
God who is in trouble with his brother. To: the 
Pharisees the worship was the important thing. 
esus says let your formal worship wait until you 
ave removed the cause of discord between yourself 
and your brother, 
Jesus’ last admonition is against stubbornly con- 
tinuing refusal to do justice to your adversary be- 
cause of the inner hatred of heart by reason of which 
z would rather fight a matter to the bitter end than 
° your opportunity for vengeance, or give the 
justice that your opponent demands, They that 
choose contest and contention will find that they shall 
be compelled to pay the last farthing. Hatred, when 
it is combined with obstinacy, is expensive. 


A Lesson Summary 

“If the historic truth of the Old Testament, with 
its types and prophecies, is swept away, Christ.comes 
to fulfil nothing, and-is merely a.teacher and a mar- 
tyr,” says Dean Alford, adding that an attack on the 
Old Testament in the beginning is the invariable 
course of unbelief. Christ st for, and with, the 
Old Testament. Into its rigid external laws he 
poured the deeper, truer meaning of the Christian 


‘spirit. Surely if hatred is condemned by God, all 


acts of hatred; of which murder is the worst, will 
never be overlooked. The greater includes the less, 
‘*Thou shalt love thy. neighbor as thyself" includes 
‘“‘Thou shalt not kill.” He who is moving upward 
cannot move downward. Jesus’ filling full the law 
means that he carries the law beyond the realm of 
action into the realm of motive. It is a great advance 
on anarchy to have laws obeyed. Itis a greater ad- 
vance on laws outwardly obeyed to have motives 
purified from the desire to disobey. Theold law was 
negative, the new law is positive; the old law re- 
stricts, the new law prevents. , 


Questions for Class Use be ord gest 

1. What did Jesus mean ‘by the ‘“‘law and the proph- 
ets’? ? ’ : 

2. What did he mean by “* fulfil” ? 

3. What was the difference between the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, and Jesus’ righteousness ? 

4. Why am I responsible for my influence ? 

5. What will make forma: worship valueless ? : 

6. Who is more apt to be stubborn, the man who is in 
the right or the one in the wrong? 


Other Teaching Points 

Jesus meets fairly every man’s honest confusion of mind. 
There was confusion as to his attitude toward the law and 
he answered it. You can fearlessly bring your moral 
problems to him. 

It is easy to look down on the religion of our ancestors 
because of its imperfection, but we stand on what they 
gave to us. 

Not only conduct is important, but our influence also is 
something for which we are held accountable, 

It is a good thing to go to church, but it is more impor- 
tant that you should carry to church with you a life tom 
which allt hatred has been purged. 

If you have not tasted the kingdom of love, peace, and 
joy, take time to see if there is something within your heart 
that hinders your prayers, disturbs your peace, and sours 
your joy. 

Jesus gives it.as a safe rule to kill Off quarrels as you 
would snakes and weeds, while they are young. 

The Christian’s real ambition is pure motives, which is 
a long step beyond pure actions. ; 

Neo one can injure you very much except you yourself. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and -ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.| 


(Matt. 5 : 33-37; Jaes 3:-1-22; 5: 12.) 

The difficulty in. securing justice in our courts is 
increased by the witnesses who are quite willing to 
take an oath of truthfulness and then perjure them- 
selves. When moral restraints are loosed; lying not 
only becomes frequent, but is even-declared justifi- 
able. See what Jesus has to say about this taking of 
oaths and purifying our language. ; 

1. What is an oath ? 

2. Is a Christian justified in refusing to take an/ oath in 
court? 

3- What is James’ warning about assuming the position 
of teacher ? 

4. How is the tongue like a fire ? 

5. Is it possible to control the tongue? 

6. Is it fair to judge a man_by his talk? 

EvaNsTON, ILL. 
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LESSON FOR’ MAY 19 (Matt. 5 : 17-26) 


When Love Transfigures Law 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, B.D. 


O THE Jew there was no object of higher regard 
than the law. The Ten Commandments were 

a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night to every devout Hebrew who knew himself to 
be a pilgrim of righteousness. The minor statutes 
and the second law into which their ideals had been 


wrought were almost of equal obligation. To them 
the prophets made their impassioned a s. The 
mists turned them into praise. hen Jesus 


came with the message of his Gospel, and the call to 
a new life, with a larger liberty and deepened mo- 
tives, appealing for a tenderer and gentler moral 
beauty, some who heard him wondered and ques- 
tioned. They were bewildered as to his attitude 
toward this solemn law, sanctioned by the obedience 
of all the saints, and still binding on men’s con- 
sciences. His disciples, who revered every syllable of 
it, disclosed their troubled minds, To them Jesus 
said, ‘‘ Think not that I came to destroy the law or 
the prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfil.” 

Jesus held a threefold attitude toward the law. 
The first was one of reverence. It was the law of 
God, eternalin its obligation. He kept it with a 
deep delight in its ordinances. He had no better 
counsel to the rich young ruler than ‘‘ keep the com- 
mandments,” and no more direet word to inquirers 
than ‘search the Scriptures.” He quoted from the 
law and the prophets with appreciative comment. 
Into the message of Deuteronomy he condensed his 
own ideal, ‘‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God,’ 
the law, ‘‘ Till heaven and earth pass,” not one jot 
or tittle shall be abrogated. He adds a word of 
deeper passion. ‘To break oneof the least command- 
ments, and to teach men so, is to fail to reach moral 
beauty. That failure, he declares, stamps the right- 
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees who so often 
foisted their own traditions — thelaw of God. His 
disciples must rise above such petty obediences. 

The second attitude was that of criticism. He 
takes up this revered law, and points out its defects. 
He makes no a One mightier than the law is 
here. He need only say, ‘‘But I say unto you.” 
Christ has two criticisms. It is too largely negative 
or forbidding.’ It is also outward, with an eye for 
the word and the deed,—not for the hidden broodin 
thought. Therefore what‘has been said ‘* to them o: 
old time ” must be-given a néw reach and grasp. 

The third attitude is that of fulfilment, . That, is, 


he shall complete its incompletion.' It was only the 


bud: He must bring it into full and lovely flower. 
He will take its words, so crudely expressing the 
mind of God, and translate them into a richer, glad- 
der, more entrancing music. He will take up this 
eode for the hot and headstrong youth of the world, 
and evolve it into the gracious ordinance for its man- 
hood. He will evaluate its commandments, and fill 
them with the meaning which God the Father was 
craving to reveal to his children. 

Then Jesus shows us how he fulfils the law. He 
begins with the Sixth Commandment, ‘‘ Thou shalt 
not kill.” Murder is not merely a blow which leaves 
Abel dead at Cain’s feet. Thesurge of sullen wrath, 
the sneer which withers up the joy of a young heart, 
the word of insolent scorn,—theseare murder. These 
shall be broughtinto judgment, Nay, it has a deeper 
and more spiritual reach, This commandment calls 
for the casting out of theangry thought. A man can- 
not pray with such murder in his heart. ‘‘ First be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift.” The Sixth Commandment shines out ina 
online beauty when it is completed by Christ. 

How can men attain this height of holy obedience ? 
Only by, andin, the newlife. ‘‘ Create in me a clean 
heart,” is: the prayer which came to the lips of an 
Old. Testament saint when. he was given a vision of 
the spiritual reach and grasp of thelaw. ‘‘O wretched 
man that I am,” cried the New Testament saint when 
he saw the piercing’ inward. discernment, the all- 
discovering holiness, of the commandments, Let a 
new life throb in the soul, let a right spirit be re- 
newed within, let a passionate love fill the heart, and 
the commandment is no longer grievous. The sol- 
dier impressed into Napoleon’s army.chafed and re- 
belled against its iron discipline. He spent one day 
in close attendance on theemperor. He was smitten 
with a passion of devotion, No law had too stern a 
demand for his new. loyalty. A wild and giddy 
school-girl refused to pf the rules imposed upon 
her. Even the reproach of patient eyes failed to re- 
strain her wilfulness. But she spent a quiet evening 
with the head-mistress. A revelation of moral beauty 
was given her. She could have kissed every letter 
of the scheol’s exacting code. A youth, who was re- 
solved to have his fling, and mocked at all the com- 
mandments, saw Christ revealed by the Holy Spirit. 
Christ’s statutes became his songs in the house of 
his pilgrimage. The new life keeps the old law, not 
in the letter only, but in the spirit. 

Jesus enforces this deepened commandment with a 
warning. ‘‘Agree with thine adversary quickly.” 
He calis up the figures of the judge and the officer of 
the law of the land, with their summary and relent- 
less action, to make his warning more imperative. 


Here he prophesies the eternal authority of 
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No man should oy 4 his reconciliation with his 
brother. Anger may break out into an irreparable 
deed. The 
may shut us or our hated neighbor in its prison. 
Who escapes thence? If it be so with man, what if 
it be-God, with whom we should agree ? 


GLascow, SCOTLAND. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HIS lesson is from Matthew's report of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. It is a part of our Lord's 
explanation of the true requirements of the law, 

over against the mistakes of the Jews. 

Outline of Lesson.—In verses 17-19 our Lord de- 
fines his relation to the old dispensation, thus intro- 
ducing a leading thought ; namely, the utter failure 
of the scribes and Pharisees, with all their exacting 
requirements, to attain true righteousness (v. 20). 
There follows an explanation of the full significance 
of the Sixth Commandment (vs. 21-26). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 17.—TZhink not: The. minute and manifold 
exactions of Pharisaical observance of the law proba- 
bly led to the hope that the Messiah would lift this 
heavy burden, and‘introduce a period of license.—/ 
came; This indicates ‘a special mission, but is not an 
avowal that Jesus was the expected Messiah. The 
time for this had not yet come.—Z7ke Jaw or the 
prophets: The whole Old Testament revelation is 
meant. Zo fulfil: Christ came to fulfil the Old Tes- 
tament revelation, by completing its teachings, and 
by exhibiting in his life its perfection. Also, as ap- 
pears later, by so meeting its demands as to furnish 
redemption from its penalties, and by enabling men 
to Full it, through the ay Spirit. 

Verse 18.—Veritly: ‘‘Amen” in Greek.—7z// 
heaven and earth pass away: May be paraphrased 
thus : ‘* While heaven and earth last, one jot or one 
tittle shall not pass from the law until all that it de- 
clares, promises, or typifies, has been accomplished.” 
Jot: ‘*Tota,” the smallest letter in the Hebrew al- 
phabet.—7z¢/e: ‘Little horns,’ referring to the 
small turns by which the letters were distinguished. 

Verse 19.— Whosoever therefore: It is implied 
that this might occur.— These least commandments : 
There may be an allusion to the distinction between 


great and ‘small conimandments, a distinction here 
opposed.— Teach men so: By seample er precept.— 
Shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven: 


Not excluded, but recognized as least in the new rule 
Christ was to establish on earth.—He-: Is emphatic. 
The rest of the chapter, and especially the next verse, 
shows that our Lord:is not enjoining a strict observ- 
ance of the letter of the ceremonial law. 

Verse 20.—Exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees: A startling saying for the auditors. 
He exacts more than those who seemed to them most 
cxncting. But their scrupulous observance ot the law 
was really a perversion of it. He then unfolds the 
true nature of obedience, ‘‘ righteousness” in his view. 

Verse 21.—Ye have heard: When the law was 
read in the synagogues.—/¢ was said to them of old 
time: Not * by.”—Shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment; Subject to trial in the local court, and to pun- 
ishment. A correct interpretation, but not complete. 

Verse 22.— But J say unto you: “1” is em- 

hatic, involving a claim to authority.—Angry with 

is brother: Equivalent to ‘‘ neighbor,” in the wide 
sense. The best authorities omit ‘‘ without cause,” 
which was probably inserted to mitigate the sense.— 
The judgment: As before the earthly court.—Raca: 
A word: of contempt and condemnation.—Council : 
The Sanhedrin at Jerusalem, the highest earthly 
court.— Zhou fool: ‘*Moreh,” probably implying a 
charge of wickedness and impiety.— The hel/ of fire: 
Greek, *‘ Gehenna of fire.” Gehenna, originally the 
valley of Hinnom, on the south side of Jerusalem. 
It became a place of defilement, and fires were kept 
burning there to consume the offal of the city. Te 
was then applied to the preva of future punishment, 
and is to carefully distinguished from the term 
‘*Hades.” The verse teaches that the sin isin the 
motive and spirit. As earthly courts do not punish 
the real sin, the penalties in all three clauses may 
be referred to God’s judgment, the degrees being 
stated in accordance with Jewish usages. - 

Verses 23, 24.—Therefore : This introduces a spe- 
cial application of the true requirement of the Sixth 
Commandment.—A?é the altar: Reconciliation should 
precede the highest act of worship. — Hath aught 
against thee: The charge may be groundless, but 
may still provoke bad feeling.— 7hen come and offer 
thy gift: The reconciliation does not. make the wor- 
ship unnecessary. 

erse 25.—Agree with thine adversary quickly: 
The reference is to a law suit.—Oficer : Answering 
to our ‘‘ sheriff.” 

Verse 26.—Zhe last farthing : An insignificant 
coin. The verse applies worldly affairs to a higher 
sphere. It has. been impropérly applied to purga- 
tory, and to restoration in the future world. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway ‘ 


The Factory.—/ came not to destroy, buée to 

ulfil (v.17). Don't you fellows ever forget that. 
esus came to make all good things more abundant 
(John 10:10). Jesus in your life doesn’t cut out 
‘‘fun,” but makes a better kind of ‘‘fun,” and more 
of it. Doesn’t destroy Par rity, but makes a better 
kind and more of it. The kind that will wear. Fire 
destreys the business block up town, but only con- 
sumes the garbage pile. Jesus destroys nothing, 
not even evil, for evil destroys itself. Mike O’Brian’s 
grogshop destroyed Mike in oy of Jesus, Father 

ash, and Mike’s relatives. Sin will destroy you. 
When Alfred Winthrop came from Down East to 
bring the factory up to date all hands sort of resented 
it and hung back. Winthrop said in effect, ‘‘I am 
not come to upset the laws of factory management, 
but to fill full’ We will do what the old laws were 
supposed tedo,” But they opposed Winthrop. Where 


are the opposers? The factory has grown great. So 
has Christianity, 
oolmarm.— Whosoever... shall... teach 


The Sch 
... Shall be called great (v. 19). 
school-teacher, that means you. Yes, professor, you 
dear old fellow, that means you. Get hold of. this, 
John 15: 16, The best book for many a day is the 
‘Life of Alice Freeman Palmer,” by her husband, 
Professor Palmerof Harvard. The greatest business 
in this queer old world is that of helping folks into 
the right way through it, When you note the splen- 
did manh of Americans (a woman can safely go 
sarreneeniiene off your hat to the American ‘* school- 
marm.” hen you see the children of the Hunkies, 
Polaks, Dagos, etc., budding into fine young Amer- 
icans, take off your hat to the ‘‘schoolmarm.”’ Some 
day attend a ‘‘ Teachers’ Institute” and size up the 
bright women you will find there. I think you will 
get a revelation, Almost every one of those teachers 


Yes, Miss Sunday- 


* is a godly woman standing for all that is highest and 


best in our land. Thousands of them also teach in 
the Sunday-school. Patriotism can never pay the 
debt due to the American school teacher. he: old 
fellow who died in Philadelphia the other day, leav- 
ing his millions to take care of wornout school teach- 
ers, knew what he was about. School teachers, read 
the reference again. That means you. What doyou 
want? Ask for it. : 


Counterfeits.—Excepi your righteousness shall 
exceed the ... Pharisees (v.20). There are no 
Pharisees nowadays. The neighbors, both those 
over the fence and those at the next desk have a 
harder word for them. Christ gave it to them (Matt. 
23-: 23). Lal i 2 oe ! If you lie a little, slander 
a little, swear a little, cheat a little, bad talk a little, 
gamble a little, get mad a little, these neighbors put 
we in the 23: 23 class, no matter what church or 

unday-school you may belong to. Religious and 
rotten. Kneel on Sunday and knock on Monday. 
But here is the point. This breed is scarce, in spite 
of the critics’ sneer. I see a new counterfeit bank- 
note announced every once in awhile. Yet Iam still 
pocketing all the notes I can get. I never look at 
them beyond the one, two, five or ten figure stamped 
on them. Youcan take yoyr church folks like your 
bank-notes. Note the denomination to see what 
you've got, but who thinks of a counterfeit but a 
counterfeiter. Counterfeits are few, both over the 
counter and under the cross. 


Scrappers vs. Smilers.— Firs? be reconciled to thy 
brother (vy. 24). Who is my brother? Is it really 
true that there are those in the church over at Har- 
monyville who ‘‘have it in” for the other fellow? 
Something like that may be expected from the beer- 
drinking, crap-shooting heathen of the alleys, who 
are part wolf in their neglect and misery. But Sun- 
day-school folks—What! The sorriest man in all the 
town is poor old Phineas Scrapper, who fights with 
everybody, even his own folks, For a sweet and 
lovely old age you have only to walk with the Master 
(Isa. 46: 4; Prov. 16:31). When you walk with him 
you will speak to all the children of men with a smile 
when you pass by. 


Combines.—A gree with thine adversary quickly 
(v. 25). Ask any lawyer about this advice. odern 
business combines. Welive in an age of Get-together. 
Folks no longer fight—they Trust! I can remember 
when every Irishman in Coatesville was itching for a 
fight. They are now good business men. The ‘‘scra 
a is a fool. Our Fewiah brother never gets mad. 

e never fights. Snub him to-day, he is back again 
to-morrow with a better bargain for you. He agrees, 
and agrees quickly—and sells the goods. You never 
saw ared-headed fiery Jewin all yourlife. ‘‘ Quickly” 
is the key for success in most things. ‘‘ Johnny on 
the spot.” ‘I will immediately move upon your 
works” (Josh. 10:9). The quickest way to get on 
a train is before it starts. Life is too short and un- 
certain for fighting. Win men by your sweetness. 
Every fellow should be your friend, and most can be 
had forasmile. This old work-a-day world is a crying 
baby. hungry for the milk of human kindness. We 
church folks should run the milk routes, 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Ilustration- Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the’ 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Other Folks in the House.—/e that 
loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled the law 
(Golden Text), One day a lady came to 
visit a crippled girl. She said gently to her, 
** Would you like to have me sing?’’ ‘*Oh, 
yes, lady!’’ exclaimed the girl, her eyes 
glowing with pleasure, ‘‘but won’t you 
open the door a crack?’’ Then, as her 
visitor looked surprised, she explained, 
**There’s lots of folks in the house who'd 
like to hear the singing. I'd feel selfish if [ 
kept it all to myself.’’— Stetson K. Ryan, 
Middletown, Conn, From The Girls’ Com- 
panion, 


A Neighborly Label.-—He that loveth his 
neighbor hath fulfilled the law(Golden Text). 
That was.an impressive object lesson of the 
ancient Dutch, who set two earthen pots 
afloat, on each of which was the inscription, 
*‘If we knock together we sink together.’’ 
—C. Leslie Smith, Houghton, N.Y. From 
** Living Water.” 


The Great Love Magnet.— He that loveth 
his neighbor hath fulfilled the law (Golden 
Text). Jesus Christ is the great unifier, and 
we learn to love one another as we learn to 
love him. I have heard of an old and white- 
haired man who was standing fascinated ina 
picture-gallery before a picture of Christ. 
After gazing at it for a few moments he 
murmured as to himself, with face all aglow, 
‘*Bless him, I love him!’ A _ stranger 
standing near overheard him, and _ said, 
** Brother, I love him too,’’ and clasved his 
hand. A third caught the sentence, and 
said, **I love him too,’’ and soon there was 
in front of that picture a little company of 
people with hand clasped to hand, utter 
strangers to one another, but made one by 
their common love to — Christ. A: com- 
mon love to Christ’ will. issue in the clasped 
hand between man and man and nation and 
nation. — W. Hetherington, Plumstead, Eng. 
From The Glorious Company of the Apostles, 
by the Rev. T. D. Jones, 


When Men Shall Persecute.—/e that 
loveth his neighbor hath fey pees the law 
(Golden Text).  Rachoff, of Archangel, was 





at twenty-two in a trading-house, with rich 
parents and a brilliant outlook. He disap- | 
peared; was found going from house to | 
house teaching and reading the Gospels. 

He was denounced by the priests and for- | 
bidden by government to live in the village. | 
He disappeared for two years, and traveled | 
through Russia and the Holy Land, teach- | 
ing the poor, The Turkish Government | 
drove him out. In Odessa, he settled among 
beggars and tramps. In a theater, filled | 
with the élite, he arose and described the | 
condition of these outcasts, asking help for | 
them. He was thrown into prison. In| 
Archangel he visited the dens of crime, | 
making peace and teaching. He opened | 
two soup kitchens, feeding over one hundred | 
people daily and talking Scripture to them. 
The government closed the rooms. He then 
went from house to house with meal, bread, 
sugar, tea, and wood. He established an 
orphanage and a night refuge. He would 
take off his clothing for a shivering beggar, 
even giving away his fur coat (his father’s 
gift), - The priests complained. Ecclesi- 
astical enemies sent him to the Susal dun- 
geon for eight years. He was released in 
1902, his mind totally destroyed. ‘* Loveth 
his neighbor !’’—Zétsabeth 7. Haslett, Phil- 


adelphia. From The Record of Christian ' 
Work. The prise for this week is awarded | 


to this illustration, 


From Neighboring Fields.— He that lov- 
eth his neighbor hath fulfilied the law (Golden 
Text). In Ireland and Wales there are a 
great many bee-keepers. Every third year 
each owner of bees is required to distribute 
some of his honey among his neighbors, be- 
cause his bees have gathered their honey 
from the flowers in the neighboring fields. 
We owe a great deal to our friends and 
neighbors. They have added materially to | 
our happiness and prosperity. And because | 
of this we are bound by the law of brotherly | 
kindness to distribute among them some of 
the honey of our own prosperity and com- 
fort, received through our relationship to ; 





| study of the Law. 
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Christ.—Z. J. Case, Florence, N. J. From 
The Expositor. 


Bismarck’s Postscript.— // therefore thou 
++ + rememberest that thy Reder ith aught 
against thee... go thy way, first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother (vs. 23, 24). Bismarck 
sauce borrowed an autograph album in which 
he was greatly interested, and wrote a few 
lines on a page which already contained two 
other autographs, One was, ‘‘ My long life 
has taught me that one must pardon many 
things and forget nothing.’’ | (Signed) 
‘*Guizot.’’ The other was, ‘*A little for- 
getfulness will not hurt the sincerity of the 

ardon,’’ (Signed) ‘‘ Thiers.”” Below these 
ismarck wrote, ‘* My life has taught me 
that I have much to forget and much to be 
forgiven for.’’— Zhe Rev. A. F. Weaver, 
Beddefonte, Pa. From The Sabbath School 
Visitor. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


HINK not that J came to destroy the law 
or the prophets (v. 17). The word of 
caution suggests that a mistaken im- 

a, might be made, and the examples 

ere given show that his teaching presented 
the meaning of the law and the prophets 
more fully and deeply than the traditions of 
the elders. Those decisions of the great 
rabbis then and for many years after quoted 
and taught by disciple to disciple, are now 
seen as in a museum cabinet in the Talmud. 
This presents the way of thinking and judg- 
ing, the form and use of Bible commentary, 
current among the scribes and Pharisees in 
the firstcentury. It declares that one of the 
three chief endeavors of the Great Synagogue 
or Sanhedrin was to ‘‘ make a fence round 
the law of Moses." But while the rabbin- 
ical fence was a barrier between God and 
man, propped up by artificial quibbling and 
egotistical aphorisms, his was a fire-ring of 
moral reality, the awful sincerities of life 
and death, 

One jot or one tittle (v.18). In the He- 
brew alphabet the letter y is a mere dot and 
va simple stroke. In the Hebrew Bible, 
both as printed and in the manuscript form 
for synagogue use, where there is a small 
mistake, such as tle omission of a y, it is 
customary to leave the original text as it is 
and insert the correction in the margin, even 
when it makes no difference in the sound of 
the word. An aged rabbi in Beyrout was 
once commended to my notice as one who 
could expound for an hour on the pros and 


| and cons connected with a single v in the 


law of Moses, It awoke the same kind of 
distant respect that is usually felt toward a 
powder magazine, One of the Talmud rabbis 
says, ‘* He who learns from his friend even a 
chapter [of the law], a mere rule, a special 
verse, a particular expression, or a solitary v 
ought to Aonor him for it’? The fence around 
the law went to pieces over this matter of 
honor, the Jewish fence, as in some other 
cases, becoming a place of personal eleva- 
tion for those who erected it. 


Angry... judgment; Raca... council; 
fool... hell of fire (v.22). There is here an 
ascending scale of offense and punishment, 
and in each case the trespass against brotherly 
love is shown to deserve the very punish- 
ment it wished to inflict on another. 1. 
Though the actual commission of crime 
might be affected by personal prudence and 
outward circumstances, anger was always 
something on the line that led to murder 
and its penalty of physical death. 2. Raca, 
and there are several other words in Hebrew 
of similar meaning, indicated an ignorant, 
immature, brutish person. All Gentiles were 
‘*flesh and blood.’? The type must have 
been regarded as common, and the epithet 
in frequent use, for the rabbis give seven 
marks by which the vaca is distinguished 
from one who is instructed in the Law. It 
was argued that such a man was accursed, 
for he could not fear God, seeing that such 


| fear depended on.the knowledge of sin, and 


the knowledge of sin could come only by the 
He therefore deserved 
the excommunication of the Sanhedrin affect- 
ing both this life and the next. 3. The term 
translated /oo/ went farther and meant one 
who knowingly and shamelessly repudiated 
the obligations of the Law. A Talmudic 
dictum says, ‘‘ The bold-faced is for Gehen- 





nom, the shame-faced for the Garden of 
Eden.’’ 

Till thou have paid the last farthing (wv. 26), 
This is a picture of an Oriental law-court : 
the long detention before the day of trial, 
the decision according to the larger bribe, 
the costliness of food supplied by the prison 
purveyor, who had paid for the monopoly, 
the exaction of petty fees for official service, 
sometimes including the supply of stocks and 
handcuffs with which he had been accommo- 
dated, before the acquitted or dismissed pris- 
oner could pass out. Such things would 
pass in review before the minds of those to 
whom Christ said, ‘* Agree with thine adver- 
Sary. ” 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr, 


. 
Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


Stereographs, less than four in one order, are 
20 cents each. The second quarter's lessons 
call for twelve, costing $2.00. Forty-eight 
_— in all will be visited during 1912. ‘he 
orty-eight stereographs cost $8, and if ordered 
at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be given free. Persons owning the 1911 
Stereographs need order only thirty-nine for 
1912 ($6.50), or only eleven for the second 
quarter ($1.84). Persons owning both 1910 and 
IgiI stereographs need order only twenty-nine 
for 1912 ($4.84), or only eight for the second 
quarter ($1.34). Stereoscope, 85 cents. Send 
orders to ‘The Sunday School ‘limes Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


HERE THE OLD Law Was GIVEN.— 
We do not know that Jesus’ earthly 
life included any journey to the place 
in the Sinai wilderness where the Command- 
ments had been given to Moses, but it is 
easily possible that such a journey may have 
been made during the years of which there 
is no written record, Whether that be so 
or not, we to-day may see for ourselves the 
weirdly and solemnly impressive scene of 
that earlier revelation of God’s will. Any 
Bible atlas will show the location of Mt. 
Sinai near the southern end of the pocket- 
shaped peninsula between Asia and Africa. 
If we stand on a neighboring height known 
as Mt. St. Catherine, and look off nearly 
northward, we have it right before our eyes. 
At our feet is a deep gorge with mountains 
on both sides,—bare, irregular slopes of 
reddish-brown rocks, with hardly a sign of 
any green thing growing. Beyond the end 
of that gorge we see a much higher moun- 
tain, bare and brown, towering far up above 
the surrounding ridges till it ends in a peak 
against the sunshiny blue of the sky. And 
all around it are more mountains with val- 
leys between, while in the dim distance the 
mysterious land seems to melt into the over- 
arching sky. 

That highest peak is believed by nearly 
all Bible scholars to be the lonely spot where 
Moses received the word of God for his 
people. The migrating Israelites waited at 
a camp down in a valley at its farther side. 

(Use a stereograph entitled, ‘* Mount of 
Moses, where the Law was given to Israel’s 
leader ; Sinai wilderness.’’) 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Almighty 


God, our Heavenly Father, thou who art love 
and by whom we have the law of life, we thank 
thee for thy word of truth that we are to stud 

to-day. We rejoice that we have it throu h 
thy son Jesus Christ, our Saviour, who was the 
truth, and by whom we have the life that he 
was. We pray that we may not shrink from all 
that the acceptance of the truth may mean to 
us, for in the white light of it we are shamed by 
our disclosed disobedience and faithlessness. 
While thou hast been teaching us a religion of 
the inner life, we have been content with mere 
outward actions. Deepen our sense of thee, O 
Christ, that we may not miss the word that 
thou wouldst speak to us! May we let thee 
search our hearts and cleanse us of all unright- 
eousness. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Just before the San 
Francisco earthquake the streets of that city 
looked as well-kept and well-paved and as 
solid as they had for a long time. Then, 
suddenly, the forces that were at work deep 
in the earth uprose, and put forth their power, 
and streets and houses were in ruin. No 
one could tell, from looking out over that 
city before the earthquake, what terrific 
forces were at work beneath it. 

It is so in our lives. Some lives that seem 
calm and strong are in peril from the forces 
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of evil that are beginning to rise up in them. 
The outward acts are fair enough to see, but 
the .inner life; the thought-life, may be get- 
ting ready by sin to work ruin inwardly and 
outwardly, too, Jesus wants us who think 
that because we hold back from wicked 
deeds we are doing enough, to go deeper 
than that, and let him cleanse our thought- 
life, our motives, For the inner life is the 
test. It is there always. It will break 
through some time. And whether it breaks 
through or not it is there, of whatever sort it 
is. Here is a plain question that all of us 
may well ask ourselves : ' 





MY THOUGHT-LIFE 
GOOD OR EVIL? 











Not killing, but getting angry, so that we 


‘want to do what anger leads to, is the 


danger-point for the one who would keep the 
old law in the spirit of the new life in Christ. 
May the Lord guard us in the very heart of 
our being against the sin of wanting to do 
evil! Otherwise, who knows what havoc- 
working earthquakes may break our lives 
inte ruin? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Father of mercies! in thy word."’ 

‘* Fight the good fight with all thy might.’’ 

** | am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice."’ 

‘* Lord, thy word abideth.”’ 

** More about Jesus would I know."’ 

** Saviour, thy dying love thou gavest me."’ 

‘*True hearted, whole hearted, faithful and 
loyal." 

** Trust and obey." 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 19 : 5-9 (36: 1, 2, 5). 
Psalm 119 : 115-120 (259 : 1-3). 
Psalm 40 : 9-12 (85 : 1-4). 
Psalm 5 : 1-6 (8: 1-4). 

Psalm 95 : 6, 7 (192 : 1, 2). 


. 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R., Wells 


HE InsIpE oF THINGS.—The great truth 
of the lesson is that only realities 
count with God. This truth may be 

illustrated in many ways that will bring it 
home to the pupils, 

Take a picture of a neat shoe, from some 
shoe advertisement, Cut out a piece of 
cardboard of the same shape and mount the 
shoe upon it with a hinge, fastening the 
other sides lightly. with mucilage. Praise 
the apparent neatness of the wearer of that 
shoe, but ask a pupil to look inside. He 
will open it on the side opposite the hinge 
and will find the picture of a foot clad in a 
stocking full of holes! 

In the same way mount a picture of a 
pretty face, which, being opened, is found 
to have the word ‘‘ vanity’’ written inside. 
Vanity is enough to spoil all beauty in the 
sight of God. 

Thus .also mount a picture of a pretty 
hand, cut from an advertisement. Open it, 
and find the word ‘‘lazy.’’ Impress the 
truth that ‘*Handsome is that handsome 
does.’’ 

Show a pretty ribbon-box, Open it, and 
find it full of a tumble of odds and ends, 
Many drawers in fine bureaus are like that. 
How about those in your pupils’ rooms ? 

Place before the class a large, imposing 
volume. It must have been a learned man 
who had such a book in his library. But 
hand the book to a pupil and ask him to tell 
you how much it has been read. The leaves 
are discovered to be uncut. It is not the 
possession of a library that makes a scholar. 

Here is a crisp dollar-bill that was placed 
conspicuously on top of the collection-plate. 
What generosity prompted the giving of it! 
But turn it over, and show the word “ pride ’’ 
pasted on the under side. 

Here is a neat-looking examination paper. 
It is marked 100 per cent. What an excel- 
lent scholar must have written that paper ! 
But you will pass the paper over the little 
lamp you have brought with you and the 
heat will bring out a word you have written 
in invisible ink straight across the examina- 
tion paper: ‘* Copied!’’ 

Finally, show a picture of a fine house, 


























LESSON FOR MAY 19 (Matt. 5 : 17-26) 


cut from an advertisement. A very fine 
man must live in so fine a house. It also is 


mounted upon cardboard. Looking within, 
you find the picture of a man in stri 
prison suit. 


Be careful that you do not give the im- 
pression pat all Pe houses are Le 

men that should be in —— retty 
pho are vain, all dollar-bills in the lee- 
tion are placed there in pride, and so on. 
You are only bringing out the important 
truth that when these dreadful realities lie 
back of fine exteriors, it is the realities, and 
not the exteriors, that God sees and that 
count with him, 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—There is seldom such a continu- 
ous group of abstract lessons as during 
the present quarter. The three para- 

graphs, assigned as.the lesson Scripture por- 
tion contain several truths of importance 
to adults, but beyond the comprehension of 
children under nine years, They do not 
need to consider the righteousness of scribes 
and Pharisees, nor the danger of the judg- 
ment, nor adversaries, No story material 
has been included. 

The title and Golden Text may be the 
basis of a helpful talk about the Bible. Chil- 
dren may early learn to reverence it as the 
Word of God. 

Teaching Aim.—The Bible is God’s gift, 
and contains the messages of the Heavenly 
Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. 

Lesson Setting. —One day when Jesus 
taught the people on the mountain-side, he 
talked about God’s messages and what they 
mean, Thése messages have been: kept in 
the best book in all the world. (Show a 
Bible and mention several of the languages 
in.which it is. printed.) ‘The Bible is read 
and studied’ more than any other book. 
( Write on the-board. O/d-and New.) Sug- 
gest and compare value of old and new hats, 
shoes, clothes. Which do you like better? 
Why? Sometimes people like old things 
better. Mention old friends, old songs, the 
old homes, etc. Jennie loved her old doll 
better than a new one. Henry said his old 
dog followed and minded better than the 
new one, 

The Bible has two parts, called the Old 
and the New Testament. (Show the divis- 
ion, and write ** Testament ’”’ after the words 
Old and New.) It is easy to see that the 
Old Testament is bigger, but the New Tes- 
tament explains the Old, and tells about Jesus. 
Both are good, and we call the whole book 
** Holy Bible.’? Show the words and sing: 


‘* Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy is the Lord. 
Holy is his dear name, 
Holy is his Word."’ 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


In the Old Testament are the messages 
which God the Heavenly Father gave to the 
people. In the New Testament we have 
the messages of Jesus, the Son of God,.and 
the words of his followers and helpers. 

Lesson.—Jesus loved the Old Testament 
very much, and knew a great deal, perhaps 
all of it, by heart. One day on the moun- 
tain-side he talked about the Ten Command- 
ments, or ‘*Old Laws,’’ which God had 
given to guide the peopletodo right. Here 
they are. (Open to Exodus 20, and let 
somebody sing one stanza of ‘‘ How Gentle 
God’s Commands,’’) 

It was on a high mountain, amidst thun- 
der and lightning, that God told these com- 
mandments to Moses, and wrote them upon 
stone. Draw the two stones; write God 
and Neighbor on them. Part of the com- 
mandments told people how to treat God, 
his name, and his day; the other command- 
ments told how to treat parents and neigh- 
bors. Jesus said that he gladly kept all 
these commandments, and that whoever 
should do and teach them should be great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Another day, while Jesus talked, he gave 
a new commandment to his disciples and 
friends. Like the old commandments, it 
was about God and neighbors too. It is 
written in the New Testament, ‘“ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
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and thy neighbor as thyself.’ Another 
time Jesus said, ‘‘A new commandment 
ive 1 unto you, that ye love one another.’’ 
‘he new commandment was better, because 
it meant all'dnd more than the old. When 
we talked about the Golden Rule last Sun- 
day, it helped us to understand the new 
commandment. How many learned the 
Golden: Rule? -Repeat it together, Who 
can tell the story about the Good Samaritan 
who really lived like the Golden Rule? (If 
there is any hesitation, draw out the inci- 
dents questiqning.) That story means, 
**He that loveth his neighbor hath kept 
[fulfilled] the law.”’ 

We know verses from the Old and New 

Testaments, and love them all. It is a good 
thing to know Bible verses, but it is better 
to do them. 
- From the blackboard drawing rub off the 
lower corners of the stones, then slant the 
lines to meet in a point below, making a 
heart. The old commandments of God were 
kept on stones; the new commandment of 
Jesus is kept in people’s hearts. 

How much love is in the heart of God? 
Talk of the general blessings he sends upon 
all, How much love was in the heart of 
0 ? Tell how he went about doing good. 

ow much love is in the hearts of your par- 
ents? Suggest what they do to prove it. 
How much love is in your heart? 

Hand - Work, —Give out heart - shaped 
cards, or Jet each one draw a heart, and 
ask them to write inside a few of those they 
love. (Suggest God and others as good 
words.) 

Home Work.—Try every day. to act as if 
your heart is full of love to God and others, 
and repeat the new commandment, ‘‘ Love 
one another.” 


Cuicaco, IL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By . Helen Gill Lovett 


LESSON OUTLINE: 1. THE OLD Law. 
2. THE NEW LIFE. 


E printed lightly, in note-books, with 
‘one-inch double-line letters, the 
words, ‘*‘OLD LAW.’’ While doing 
this we discussed the ‘len Commandments 
as the base of Jewish law. How, when, 
where, to whom, they were given. We found 
‘them in our Bibles, and read them, and re- 
called others. We noted how the Pharisees 
kept them strictly according to letter, yet it 
had not made them good men. We noted 
the inaBility of the law to make a bad man 
or girl good. 

Then we recalled how the disciples of 
Jesus were accused of breaking the law. 
What was Jesus’ attitude to the old law? 
What should this *‘ training class ’’ of twelve 
teach concerning that law in their new life ? 
Before answering we printed ‘‘ New Life,’’ 
and to clarify the idea I sketchéd two tables 
of law, and indicated the Commandments by 
Roman numerals, Shall the disciples now 
erase these commandments? Let us see 
what Jesus said. We read verses 17-20, 
explained ‘‘ jot”? and ‘‘tittle,’’ and tried to 
imagine the earth passing away or being dis- 
solved. What shall I do with these com- 
mandments ?_ I accented them. 

Now have the girls fill in their first print- 
ing, and as they do it let them tell you the 
effects of it. ‘* More easily seen,’’ ‘*more 
lasting,’’ ‘‘ more easily understood,’’ were 
mentioned. Have you destroyed your orig- 
inal printing? This is what Jesus did to 
the law. We memorized Matthew § : 17. 

How did Jesus fulfil the law? Tracing 
to its source the stream of evil conduct, we 
found two feeders, sinful feelings and sinful 
thoughts. (This may be illustrated in a dia- 
gram by a figure in form of a Y to indicate 
the two feeders.) Therefore Jesus said not 
only was the murder a sin, but the anger or 
jealousy leading to it wassin. Illustrate with 
other commandments. This is what Jesus 


in gratitude, live out the law of love which 
we studied last week. 


Home Work on Next Week's’ Lesson 

Read Matthew 5 : 33-37. What is meant 
by ‘‘his word is as ante his bond ’’? Does 
an oath add force to a statement? 

Read James 3 : 1-7, 
the tongue is like. Tell your reasons. 

Read Ephesians 4 : rs Memorize it. 
Who is injured most by a lie? 

Read James 5: 12, How many evil 
things can you count that might be liberated 
by a careless tongue ? 

Read James 3: 7-12. Think of the foun- 
tain, and then tell what a person’s word 
indicate. . 

Mark in your Bibles Proverbs 12: 22; 
18: 6,7; 13: 5- 

Mark in your Bibles Proverbs 12 : 17-19 ; 
23 : 23; John 8: 32. 

Choose one about truth and one about 
lying to memorize. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Philip E. Howard 


OME of the most familiar difficulties of 
hoy life are taken up by this lesson in 
such a way that the teacher has‘a rare 

opportunity to go deep into great principles 
in the teaching. 

There are three phases of boy-life, espe- 
cially in the teen period, that are directly 


‘something, anything, or anybody in blind 
anger. 2. The quick and unreserved ex- 
pressing of contempt for anything or any- 
body that is not liked by the boy. 3. The 
unwillingness to be reconciled to another 
whom the boy himself has wronged in any 
way. 

Begin the lesson at any one of these points, 


of contact.”’? Ask, for instance, as your 
opening question, ‘‘ What is the difference 
in God’s sight between a boy who injures 
another dangerously in a fight, and one who 
would if he could, but is prevented by 
others?’’ To a question something like 
this, bearing ori honesty, my*boys answered 
at once, ‘*No difference.’’ That’ gave me 
the opening for leading them at once to the 
principle underlying the lesson,—the kind 
of spirit we have, and not our mere acts, as 
the sign of the true life within, 

The importance of right-doing, outwardly, 
is not to be overlooked; but Jesus went to 
the heart of things, always. What we do 
with the body is only what the mind tells 
the body to do. Hence a decision to do 
evil, even though no one may ever know 
that we made it, is sin in itself, and is really 
an act of the personality within. 

Boys in the teen age are greatly in need 
of sound advice and help from parents and 
teachers in all this. Social conventions, 
home surroundings, the neighborhood talk, all 
these act in restraint of outward deeds of evil. 
But workers with boys so often miss Jesus’ 
teaching by neglecting to provide direction 
and encouragement for the inner life of the 
boy at this tempestuous period, when his 
life is flooded with all sorts of impulses. 

Only the indwelling Christ can take away 
the strain from a boy’s life then or at any 
time, and the teacher can do the greatest 
work for the boy by leading him into a closer 
and closer fellowship with Christ. This les- 
son so clearly points out what Christ would 
have any of us do in certain moral issues, 
that Christ may here be most intimately as- 
sociated with the boy and what the boy 
knows are his own problems. Unreasoning 
anger, contempt for others of our fellows, 
unwillingness to ‘‘make up’’ with others, 
are not Christlike. No boy would ever ex- 
pect Christ to show any of these qualities. 
Christ doesn’t want any boy to be without 
His own presence and power in meeting 
these tests. May this lesson lead us all far 





meant when he said— Here I read to them 
verses 21-24. How, then, do Christians keep 
the law better than the Pharisees did? Is it | 
easier or harder todo? What is at the root of | 
the new interpretation ? Could anybody ever | 
keep the new law perfectly in his Christian 
life? Could the best girl in the world keep 
it for half a day? Then what are we to do? 
The answers about trying to do the best 
they could gave exceptional opportunities to 
speak of the absolute failure of our own 





effort, and the need of absolute dependence 
on Christ to be our propitiation, and then, 


back into the inner life of our boys, to the 
end that Christ may there be enthroned ! 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

1. How would you define a lie? 

2. Is a lie ever right? 

3- If you think so, please say why, and 
under what circumstances. 

4. If you think not; give your reasons. 

5. Learn the Golden Text by heart. 

6. What does ‘“swear’’ mean in Matthew 
5:34? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Name three things: 


suggested: 1. The wild longing to smash | 
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and you doubtless will have found a ‘point | 


The Study Club 

By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 

Pharisaic versus Christian Righteous- 
ness (Matt. 5 : 17-32) 

ESUS as a teacher in the synagogues had 
excited a great deal of interest. He 
was oe ny yt scribes in man 

ways, particularly in ndence. 

is conceivable that he mould naed to define 
his attitude to the Law before his public or 
private audiences, He might readily be 
misunderstood and misinterpreted by those 
who had a superficial viewpoint. 

He certainly was a ‘‘destroyer’’ as re- 
gards much which the common people con- 
sidered as ‘‘law.’’ In his day the oral law 
had almost overshadowed the written law. 
Already Jesus had been obliged to declare 
himself as opposed to current conceptions in 
regard to the Sabbath, fasting, and similar 
matters, 

He here declares that in spirit he is an 
upholder of the law, a fulfiller, and that this 
loyalty to the real, original law of God forces 
him to stand in opposition to the man-made 
legislation of the Pharisees, however well 
meant, 

Jesus places himself among those who aim 
to keep the law in. the fullest sense, and 
characterizes the iconoclasts as ‘*least’’ in 
the Kingdom. The radical temperament 
Jesus did not value as highly as a discrimina- 
tive and reverential attitude, The free de- 
velopment of spiritual character was his real 
aim. The destroyer does not get far or 
accomplish much, 

We need to meditate over what Jesus 
really meant by ‘‘ fulfilling the law.’’ He 
meant the working out of its comprehensive 
principles, the exhibition of its inner spirit, 
the realization of the Divine purpose which 
was back of the law. 


His illustrations of what was in his mind 
were in the form of a contrast between the 
current Pharisaic standards and those to 
which he wished his own disciples to con- 

form. Two such illustrations come within 
| our range on 
The. first one has to do with the law against 
| the taking of life. It was correct so far as 
it went, but it had ta do only with the out- 
ward, act, and punished its conclusion, 
Jesus goes to the very roots of such crime in 
| prohibiting the cultivation of the feelings 
| which lead up to it,—anger, contempt, and 
| the willingness to be abusive. Anger itself, 
Jesus declared, is a deadly sin. The one 
who lets it get possession of his soul is as 
| deserving of punishment as the homicide 
who is actually put on trial. 

What the climax is that finds expression 
in the words ‘*raca’’ and ‘*‘fool’’ is not very 
clear. As Plummer suggests, it may be 
unexpressed hatred (anger), expressed con- 
tempt (raca), and expressed abuse (fool). 
Malevolent intention, cherished up, is what 
Jesus means, ‘* To obey the law of love is 
better than sacrifice; therefore postpone 
sacrifice rather than postpone reconcilia- 
tion’’ (vs. 23, 24). One carnot be. too 
quick about putting an end to bad feeling. 
It is the cause of serious evils, 

The seeond illustration deals with the 
Pharisaic and the Christian treatment of un- 
faithfulness in the marriage relation. It 
was not enough for the Christian to refrain 
from lustful acts, but he must banish the 
cherishing of evil thoughts. The Christian 
man must think of every woman as a mother, 
daughter, sister, or. affianced, a sacred object 
of tender and respectful regard, So vital is 
this that no cost in crucifying his passions 
(vs. 29, 30) must be counted by the Christian, 

Verses 29 and 3c furnish an apt illustra- 
tion of the symbolical statements which 
Jesus often made. To amputate oneself 
would not secure purity, and he did not 
really propose it. 

Jesus squarely sets forth in his teaching 
the obligation of pure social thought and 
| conduct upon men and women alike, as well 
|as the obligation to active brotherhood, to 
[the suppression of feelings of anger and 
|hatred. The complete adherence to these 
two standards of conduct would mean great 
changes in the world of to-day. 


WasHsurn Co.iuiece, Torexa, Kan. 
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Riddle’s ** Harmony of the Gospels” 
gives a clear idea of the events of the Life 
of Christ. Paper, 10 cts.; cloth covers, 25 





ots., from The Sunday School. Times Co. 
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A New SERIES OF HisToRICAL MaPs 


>| Small Sunday Schools 
Bible Classes 
aa || and Individual Students 


By KENT AND MADSEN 


The introduction of graded lessons 
in many Sunday schools and the new 
| appreciation of the importance of 

Biblical geography have created the 
demand for a new type of Biblical 
Maps adapted to the ‘needs of de- 
partments and classes. To meet 

i this demand this new series of his- 
torical Maps of Bible lands has been 

prepared. ~ It consists of seven maps 

conveniently mounted on a_ small 

metal. tripod which can be easily 

shifted from place to place and so 

can be used where no wall space is 

available. ‘lhe maps are a revised and condensed edition of the His- 
torical Maps for Bible Students (wall maps) edited by Professor Charles 
Foster Kent, Ph.D., of Yale University, and Albert Alonzo Madsen, 
Ph. D., and first published in 1906. The aim has been to condense all 
the matter in that series (except the topographical map.and chrono- 
logical chart) into seven maps, and to reduce the size of the sheets without 
a reduction in the value of the maps for the purposes indicated above. 





















































Sheet No. 1.—A — of the Sinaitic Peninsula with Palestine to the north, and a 
portion of the Nile and its delta to the southwest. 


Sheet No. 2.—Pictures Palestine as it was during the period when the Israelites 
were finding permanent homes in eastern and western Palestine. 


Sheet No. 3.—Represents conditions in Palestine during the time of the. United 
Hebrew Kingdom. 


Sheet No. 4.—Presents a picture of conditions in Palestine after the exile and 
during the days of the restored Jewish commanity and of the later Maccabean 
Kingdom, 


Sheet No. §.—-Presents Palestine_in the,time of Christ, and illustrates the Gospel 
Stories. 


Sheet No. 6.—Presents the great Roman Empire during the first Christian century 
and all the important provinces that figure in early church history. 


Sheet No. 7.—Contains the lands of the civilized world, including the valleys of 
the Tigris and Euphrates, the Syrian coast, and a portion of the Nile valley. 


Because of the combined attractiveness, accuracy, adaptability, compactness 
and cheapness of these maps, it is the conviction of the publishers that the series 


and in the study of many pastors and Bible teachers, 


The execution of the maps, both in detail of drawing and coloring, is superb. 
Size, alout 17x25 inches, Zhe maps are not sold separately. The complete set is 
mounted on a wooden roller, to fit on a music stand tripod, The extremely low price of 


5 () includes maps, tripod, boxing and delivery 
° charges in continental United States 
Eaton & Mains, New York, Boston, Pittsburg, Detroit. 


MANUFACTURED AND SOLD BY 
The Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago. 








Francisco, Nashville, Pittsburg, Cincinnati. 
American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, St. Louis. 
Jennings & Graham, Cincinnati, Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco. 
Christian Board of Publication, St. Louis. 





should find a place promptly in the classrooms of every. progressive Sunday sehool 


The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, New York, Chicago, St. Louis, San . 

















These are a few lines 
from ‘‘ The Sins that 
Sting,” one of the se- 
lections in verse in 
“The Silver Trum- 
pets,”’ a little book 
which would make a 
welcome gift, con- 
taining fifty-two 


My voice unkind—like fretful winds that blow— 

May God’s love send it music, sweet and low— 

Hath wreathed a grieving mouth with quivering pain, 
And dimmed the tender eyes with tears like rain. 

I say, “I did not think; nor mean ty; I forgot.” 

Love always thinks, and knows, and faileth not. 

Dear Christ—Forgive our sins against our own ; 

The thoughtlessness that drives thee from Love’s throne ; 
Forgive our sins—with pleading soul we prav— 

The cruel things “ we did not mean to say.” 


Verses from the Heart 
by Robert J. Burdette 


50 cents, postpaid. The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








May 13 to 19 
Mon.—Matt. 5 : 17-26. 
The Old Law and the New Life. 
The keeping of the letter of the law 
amounts to little in God’s sight. Our right- 


eousness must exceed that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, The new life if Christ goes be- 
yond the rigid force of the ‘shall’? and 
**shall not,””’ ‘*As a man thinketh in his 
heart so is he.’”’ A gift to atone is not equal 
to a forgiving spirit. 

Our blessed Lord, may no desire to be 
great surpass our inclination to be forgiv- 
ing. May we learn the spirit of Christ that 
we may fulfil the law of God in his way. 
May we forgive as he has forgiven us, and 
may we do and teach thy commands daily. 
In thy name, Amen, 


Tues.—Jer. 31: 31-37. The New Covenant. 

If the law of God is written in our hearts 
our outward deeds will be right. A good 
heart means a correct life. The old cove- 


‘| nant forced a man to do right or suffer the 


consequences, God’s new covenant in 
Christ forces a man to do right by the all- 
compelling law of desire and love. 


Put thy law, O God, into our very hearts, 
that we may wish to do what thou wouldst 
have us to-day and every day. May the 
time come when ali shall know and serve 
thee, and when as thy forgiven children we 
shall have thy forgiving’ spirit toward all 
others. Amen, 

Wed.—Ezek. 36: 22-31. The New Heart. 

A new heart and a right spirit go together. 
We cannot feel right toward God nor toward 
one another till our hearts are purified by 
Jesus Christ. Hard hearts he will soften. 
Foul hearts he will purify. _Wilful hearts he 
will control, for he takes away the human 
heart of stone and gives the divine heart of 
love. 


Dear Master, we thank thee-that thou 


hast said, ** Blessed are the pure in heart, 


for they shald. see God.’”? May we have 
clean hands and: pure hearts, Cleanse us 
from secret sins, Wilt thou help us this 
very day to put every evil purpose out of our 
hearts by filling our minds with pure and 
good thoughts. For thy sake. Amen, 


Thurs.—Acts 2 : 37-47. Unselfish Devotedness. 

It is hard for us to-day to realize the self- 
denial and unselfishness of the earliest Chris- 
tians, but we must remember what a new, 
wonderful truth Jesus Christ had brought 
into their lives. Their possessions were 
only valuable to them as they could use 
them to help the new cause to which they 
had given their lives. 


Our gracious God, we praise thee for the 
lesson of those devoted followers of thine in 
the early days. Men, women, and children 
who. cared more for each other than for 
themselves. May we learn that love ts a 
betler possession than material, and that 
giving is a better blessing than having. May 
we enlarge what we have by sharing it, dn 
thy name. Amen. 


| Fri.—Psalm 119: 1-8. 


Obedience Insures Blessedness. 

Have you ever valued aright the ‘*Blesseds’’ 
of the Bible? It is one thing to be success- 
ful, but a far greater thing to be blessed. An 
obedient life is sure of being blessed, To 
obey God’s law gives absolute assurance of 
his benediction. One of Paul’s gceatest 
testimonies was, ‘* I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision.”’ 

Our God, may none of us wander from 
thy commandments. May we hide thy word 
in our hearts, that we may not sin aguinst 
thee. May we have respect to thy commana- 
ments, May our first question when unde- 
cided be what is God’s command, May 
obedience be love acting quickly, according 
to thy will, Amen. 

Sat.—t John 3: 10-24. 
Love and Hate Incompatible. 

There is nothing which so belittles our 
lives and makes us small and selfish -as 
hatred. Hate is an awful virus which poisons 
the blood, and destroys life. The only thing 
to do with hate is to destroy it entirely, and 
its only victor is love. Kill hate with love. 
When we begin to love hate will die. 


Our loving Father, we are so liable to let 
little things so human and sinful make our 
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fives small and bitter. May we conquer all 
that is hateful by learning to love. Help 
us, we pray thee, omit the unlovely words 
and destroy the hateful thoughts, and may 
we show our love to thee by our love to all 
thy children, For thy sake. Amen, 


Sun.—1 John 4: 7-21, The Supreme Test. 

We think of love as dependent upon one 
who is lovely, but it is not so, Victor Hugo 
once said, **Love depends on_ the loving 
and not on the loved.’’ It is not what others 
do for us that makes us love them most, but 
what we do for them. A mother loves 
deeply because she has suffered for her child. 


Our loving Lord, thou didst go to the Cross 
for us. Thou didst give thy life there. 
Greater love hath no man than thine, for 
thou didst die for us. May we show our 
love by our daily living sacrifice for thee. 
in thy name, Amen. 





| Children at Home 





Blsie’s Sponge Cake 
By Nellie M. Leonard 


66 ONDER what I want to do to-day,’’ 
thought Elsie Brewster. ** Last 
Wednesday mother and I made 

a new hat with roses on it for my doll; an- 

other time we planted a flower garden, I 

think I’d like to make a cake all my own 

self, but perhaps mother won’t think that is 

a good wish.’’ 

Every Wednesday afternoon, Elsie’s 
mother allowed her to plan something that 
she wished to do; if it was a reasonable re- 
quest, they had a good time together. 

** Certainly you may make a cake,’’ replied 
Mrs, Brewster, ‘‘I want my little girl to be 
a good cook some day. Let’s make a sponge 
cake.’’ . : 

** All my own self?” 

** All your own self,’’ smiled mother. 

Elsie tied a big gingham apron under her 
chin and rolled up hersleeves.. ‘* Now what 
shall I do first? ’’ she asked,-.; -\-. 

** When making a sponge cake, you want 
everything ready on the table before you be- 
gin,’’ said mother, 

Elsie hurried to and fro from the pantry to 
the kitchen, bringing the things that. her 
mother told her she would need, Mrs. Brew- 
ster sat in the rocking. chair by the sunny win- 
dow and sewed some lace on Elsie’s white 
dress, which must be finished for the Sunday- 
school concert. 

At last the table held a mixing-dish, a cake 
tin that Elsie had greased and floured, two 
teaspoons, a tablespoon, a glass of water, a 
cup of sugar, the vanilla bottle, box of bak- 
ing-powder, three eggs, the salt box and a 
wire egg-beater. 

Mrs, Brewster showed Elsie how to sepa- 
rate the eggs and beat the whites until they 
were stiff. 

** My arms are tired so soon, mother,’’ 
laughed Elsie,‘* but see what pretty white 
foam I have made.’’ 

** Now drop in the yolks and watch it turn 
yellow,’’ directed mother. 

Then Elsie beat in a cup of.sugar, and 
measured a teaspoonful of vanilla and three 
tablespoonfuls of cold water. 

** Remember to use the dry spoon for the 
baking powder,’’ cautioned mother, ‘‘ Use 
just one rounded teaspoonful. ; Thatis right ; 
now a pinch ofsalt, and when you have beaten 
in this level cupful of flour it will be ready to 
turn into the tin.’’ 

While it was baking in the hot oven, Elsie 
copied her first: recipe into a red-covered 
book that mother gave her. In her prettiest 
handwriting she copied : 


Mother’s Dream Sponge Cake. 
3 eggs beaten separately, 
I cup of sugar, 
i teaspoonful of vanilla, 
3 tablespoonfuls of cold water, 
1 téaspoonful of baking-powder, 
1 cup of flour and a little salt. 


Get. everything ready; beat lightly with an 
egg-beater ; be sure the oven is hot. 

*‘ That is correct,’’ said méther. ‘* Next 
time I will let you bake it in two round 
tins, spread jelly between «the -layers: and 
sprinkle powdered sugar on top, Then you 
will have 2 Washington pie.’’ 

*¢Oh, that will be fine!’’ cried Elsie. 





( Continued on next page) 




















LESSON FOR MAY 19 (Matt. 5 : 17-26) 





‘Just the Bible 
the world has been 
waiting for.’’ 


The Greatest Bible in 300 years 








qualifiedly, 

the 1911 Bible 
is far the best 
transiation ever 
given the Eng- 


lish-speaking 


and vy 
September 13, 1911. 





- is one verdict possible as regards the 
1911 0. P Bikinis le umdcubeedty the beet yet. 
—Rev. Geo. Venn Daniels. 

“I shall use this Bible in my own devo- 
tional veodings. '— Res. Francie Clark, D.D., President 
United Society Christian Endeavor, Boston, Mass. 
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CLASS PINS ,,0x: 


For College, Scheel ye rg 
ay Descriptive cata with at- 
tractive pfices mailed free upon 
‘ 7 request. Either style of pins 
here illustrated with any three letters and { 
figures, one or two colors of enamel. Ster- . 
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@ Good advertising is 
the sign-post that 


points to your. oppor-| 


tunity as a buyer of 
needed goods. 


@ Good advertising, if 
it merits the name, is 
a benefit to buyer and 
Seller alike. 


q A wise alertness in 
using the advertising 
printed in The Sunday 
School Times as a 
guide to the meeting 
of many of your needs 
in home and school is 
well worth your while. 


@ An inquiry is always 
inexpensive. At least 
ask when you see 
anything advertised 
that awakens your in- 
terest. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
** And if I baked it in the gem pans, I could 
make some little frosted cup cakes. Just 
see how puffy my cake is!”’ 

While it was cooling, Elsie picked a glass 
dish full of strawberries. When they were 
hulled and covered with sugar and cream, 
she cut a slice of her nice cake and ran 
across the fields to take them to Grandma 

odge. 

** Why, dearie, did you make the cake all 
alone?’ asked grandma. 

** Every bit my own self,’’ answered Elsie 
proudly. ‘+ Mother told me how and watched 
me while she sat and sewed. Robert said 
it would prob’ly be a nightmare instead of a 
dceam sponge cake.’’ 

**I couldn’t make a better cake myself,’’ 
said grandma. ‘‘I hope you'll always be 
ready to help your mother, dearie, for mothers 
have so much to make them tired.”” 

“Oh, 1 will,’? promised Elsie. ‘* When 
I’m a big girl, my mother shall sit in the ham- 
mock on the piazza and rest herself while I do 
all the cooking, for it is splendid fun.’’ 


BROOKVILLE, MAss. 





| Worth Repeating 





The Plea 


[By Jane Crewison] 


SAVIOUR, I have nought to plead, 
In earth beneath or heaven above, 
But just my own exceeding need 
And thy exceeding love. 


The need will soon be past and gone, 
Exceeding great, but quickly o'er ; 

The love unbought is all thine own, 
And lasts forevermore. 


% 
The Highest Criticism 


[Addison Moore, in The Examiner.] 


HE Bible is the monumental revelation 
of the heart and mind to God to the 
mind and heart of man. Ii is God’s 

book of cheer for the cheerless, of hope for 
the hopeless, of inspiration for pilgrims who 
seek the homeland of the soul. 

In these days many have come to fear for the 
fate of the Bibie in the hands of scholars who 
are busy applying the test of the higher criti- 
cism to its sacred pages. But there is a ‘‘ high- 
gst criticism ’’ to which attention needs to be 
called, For the real test of the Bible is put 
to it not by scholastic criticism, but by the 
criticism of life. When a man beset by 


, temptation searches the Scriptures to find 


some reason that will make it worth while to 
fight against evil; or when one whose sin 
has found him out seeks its way of mercy 
and forgiveness ; or when a man whose eyes 
are dimmed with the tears of recent sorrow 
turns its pages to find words of comfort in 
his affliction, that is the time to ‘* be afraid ’’ 
for the Bible. If it stands the test of life’s 
need it can be trusted to endure easily all 
other tests. 

And this highest criticism of the Bible has 
produced a startling amount of evidence to 
prove the trustworthiness of the Book. Such 
evidence, for instance, as is summed up in 
the remark of Sir Walter Scott when he was 
dying: ‘* Bring me the book.’’ ‘What 
book?’’ asked Lockhart. And Scott re- 
plied, ‘* There is but one Book now. Bring 
me the Bible.’’ 

Questions of the date and authorship of 
the Scriptures have their place in the re- 
searches of learned men, exactly as the age 
and size and composition of the stars are 
matters for astronomical science. But the 
light of the stars guides the voyager to his 
desired haven, although he may be ignorant 
of the fact that recent scientists have de- 
clared that the nebular hypothesis must give 
place to the planetesimal theory of creation. 
And there are things hid from the wise, as 
the world counts wisdom, which are revealed 
to simpler folk who have found the Bible to 
be a light to their path. Among these things 
the test of life stands pre-eminent. 

Next to that stands the test of time. Sys- 
tems of thought and orders of society have 
been succeeded by newer systems and better 
orders, but during all the centuries no word 
of the Bible has ever become obsolete, nor 
has any part of its revelation been inade- 


( Continued on next page) 
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Professor Riddle 
Commends a Book for 
Perplexed Christians 


“Dr. Beecher’s volume (‘Reasonable Biblical, Criti- 
cism ’) deserves the highest praise, whether regarded 
as a treatise on apologetics or a lucid statement of 
the issues in the realm of Old Testament criticism. 
To me its great charm is its courteous tone. ‘So 
many conservative writers fail in this respect. Dr. 
Beecher is always fair to the other side. Lucid 
always, comprehensive and accurate in his state- 
ment of facts, logical in his arguments, and truth- 
loving in his entire treatment, his treatise is just the 
book rieeded by those Christians who have been 
perplexed by the clamor of wxreasonable biblical 
criticism.” —Matthew B. Riddle, Western Theological 
Seminary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“Reasonable Biblical Criticism’’ is a book of 330 pages, 
with twenty-two chapters dealing frankly and fully with 
the methods and results of modern criticism, both radical 
and conservative. It is not only for the minister and ex- 
pert Bible student and teacher, but for the untrained and 
possibly perplexed Bible reader who wants to find a straight 
path through the questions that criticism has raised, 


THE SUNDAY ScHOOL Times COMPANY 
1031 ‘Walnut St:, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


Price, $1.50 postpai 

















The 


Missionary Commission 
of the 


Christian 
Conservation Congress 


of the Men and Religion Forward Move- 
ment, in its Report Recommends Three 
Books for Men (aside from Pamphlets). 


Men and Missions wane. ems 


is One of the Three, and the Only One 
Especially Written for Men 


Men and Missions is a man’s book—unpro- 
fessional, unconventional, fearless’ and compre- 
hensive. An. extraordinary chorus of praise, 
from missionaries on the field’ and experts at. 
home, has acclaimed it as ¢he book for modern 
men. It gives the world view, based on a 
journalist-traveler’s experiences ; it interprets the 
modern laymen’s movement from the standpoint 
of one who has been a part of what he writes. 
As good as.atrip to a convention. Price, $1.00. 
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Another Carload 





of AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLES. 


Edited by the 
Revision 


was shipped to California, March 
25th. ese Bibles were or- 
dered by the Gideons, the most 
progressive Christian business 
men in the country, They use 
the American Standard Version 
because it gives the message of the Scrip- 
tures in the simplest style and further 
because it is acknowledged by all the 
leading scholars in the country to be 
“* The best version in any language’’ 

The International Lesson Committee 
decided by an unanimous resolution to 
use the text of the American Standard 
Bible in the Uniform and new Graded 
Sunday School Lessons because it is 
more true to the original and requires 
less explanation than any other. 

It is, therefore, used by the Sunday 
School periodicals published by the great 
denominational publishing houses and 
The Sunday School Times, and is also 
the standard text book for Bible Study 
Classes, Colleges, Universities, and Theo- 
logical Seminaries. 


Prices from 35 cents up 
For Sale by leading Booksellers. Send for Booklet te 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for the American Revision Committee 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 


** The Byliding of the Ship."’ 
SST 














** The Heart's Summertime "’ 
** Festival Songs Ne. 1"’ 
All new for ror2. ‘These four 
services complete with songs and 
subject matter, and eight pages 


a new Story and Song vice, 
will be mailed for 10 cents. 

** Motion Songs and Finger 
Plays '’’ is a new book of 4 
and special finger exercises for 
little folks. Good for all occa- 
sions. Price, 25 cents, postpaid, 

265 West 36th St., New York 
14 West Washington St., Chicago 
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UNIQUE 
CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 
FREE 


The Best Ever Issued. 5 Samples, All Different, Free 
for the Asking to Pastors or Superintendents. 
Send ro cents for new composition by Geibel— 
Songs Our Mothers Sang—for Mother’s Day, Any 
of these addresses : 


HALL-MACK CL, enc 
ADAM GEIBEL C0. 5 as s i 
HYMNS 


425 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
HALLOWE NEW and OL 
$25 per 100, not prepaid. 35 cents per copy by mail. 
Returnable mailed purchasers. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 
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is a suggestion. Get r adult 

to cubewine for The y School 
Times. And do it now! 
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A 
Mother’s Day 
Program 


BY THE FOUNDER 


Miss Anna Jarvie, the founder 
of Mother's Day, has prepared 
a Mother’s Day Program in at- 
tractive form. Sample supplies 
will be mailed for 4 cents in 
stamps and an addressed en- 
velope, by Miss Anna Jarvis, 
2031 N. rath St., Philadelphia. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
quate, And this is true not because the 
poetry of the Bible is sublime and its songs 
deathiess: “It is true not because its history 
is incnmpeee and its stories models of 
rhetorical simplicity. But it-is trite because 
the Bible enshrines in its matchless pages 
of Prien, ener and ery my wi 
an ess poetry story of God’s love 
for 63 as revealed in the life of Jesus 
Christ. ‘ 

Granted that man did not create himself, 
it is to be expected that his Creator would 
find a way to speak to souls he had made, 
souls with aspirations that in their flight out- 
strip the sweep of flying worlds, with thoughts 
that outstretch the farthest horizon that tele- 
scopes can- reach. © Granted that such a 
revelation is demanded, it is to be expected 
that it would come to all sorts of men—to 
physicians and fishermen and politicians and 
poets and statesmen and saints. Such a 
revelation is bound up between the covers 
of the Bible, It chronicles the expectancies 
and longings of the world, and displays 
Jess as the answer to the world’s need. 
Because he lives in its pages the Bible not 
only survives the shocks of hostile criticism, 
but it also fully meets the utmost and the 
age-long needs of life. 





Workers’ Questions 
Answered 








For the Younger Grades 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA.—Can you tell me 
where to get a map showing the “‘ wet” and 
“dry * portions of the United States? We 
want to use it in connection with the Graded 
Lessons in June when we have the temperance 
group of lessons:—M. B. D. 

HE «* Wet and Dry Map of the United 
States’’ is issued by the Anti-Saloon 
League, Westerville, Ohig, and sells 

for ten cents. Ask for the 1912 map, and 
send early. You will be interested to know 
that.in a-class where. these lessons were used 
for critic work, the enthusiasm of the boys 
of eléven’ years of agé was great. You can 
make the map still more —_ if you color 
the states which have legislation regarding 
the cigaret, information concerning which 
you can obtain from the National Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union, Evanston, III. 
From the same Evanston address you can 
obtain a Prohibition Map of the United States 
(15 cents). ‘* The Cigarette-Smoking boy,”’ 
by W. A. McKeever, Manhattan, Kan. (2 
cents each, $1 per hundred), will also give 
information which. will be helpful to your 
teachers. 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—If Mother’s Day is 
recognized by the Sunday-school in a general 
way, would it be wise to note the day in the 
departments ?—L. B. H. 

OTHER’S DAY is a tribute to mother- 
hood rather than to the special or 
individual mothers of a particular 

church or Sunday-school. In this general 
way it is celebrated by the.church, It is 
comparatively a new day, and not so many 
specific plans have been tried as have been 
with the other special days to which we are 
accustomed. ; 

But why should it not afford just the op- 

rtunity for the several departments of the 
Sendep-cehedl to honor the mothers of the 





pupils? If it is celebrated in a general way 
jon Sunday, then do not attempt another 
| recognition of it on the same day, but rather 
|take occasion to have a week-day social 
| event, letting the pupils have a share in en- 
| tertaining their mothers and thus learning to 

honor them. In connection with both the 
| Primary and the Junior Departments this 
could be made a very delightful occasion, 
and with very desirable results in connection 
with the teaching of either department. 





SCOTTVILLE, MICH.—Would you tell me 
what is the best method and system for grading 
and promoting of scholars in a Sunday-school 
where the Graded Lessons are not used ?— 
j..R. S. 

EFORE the Graded Lessons were intro- 
duced, the Sunday-schools for years 
had to make up for the lack of definite- 

ness in the Uniform Lessons by the use of 











lessons called ‘‘ supplemental,’’ all courses 
of this kind seeking to-give to each depart- 





ment some memory work which should em- 
body the truths which the pupils ought to 
have. For such graded outlines of supple- 
mental lessons write to the International 
Sunday School Association, Chicago. In 
proportion to the skill of the teacher, these 
supplemental lessons were made interesting 
and became more than mere rote memoriza- 
tion. 

The classification of the pupils by age and 
ability, the = for promotion from grade to 
grade and from department to department, 
should be the same as where the Graded 
lessons are used, (See answer to E. E. L., 
Baraboo, Wis.) The proper classification 
of the pupils, the holding of teachers to a 
grade, or at least to a department, the regu- 
lar promotion of the pupils from grade to 
grade and from department to department, 
and the use of some definite course of study, 
are all essentials of a graded school. 





BARABOO, WIs.—We have recently adopted 
the Graded in our Sunday - school, 
and the question of is before us, 
Are the best interests of the individual and the 
school upheld by promotion according to age, 
or is it better to have a regular date, Bode. | 

or quarterly, at which to advance pupils from 

grade to grade ?—E. E. L. 

ITH the Graded Lessons arranged in 
units of one year, you will find it 
best to arrange your promotion from 

grade to grade and from department to de- 
partment on the yearly basis, and at such a 
time in September that your pupils in all the 
departments can start the lessons of the next 
grade with the first Sunday in October. 
This gives unity to the work throughout the 
school, and affords an opportunity for a good 
consecutive nine months of teaching even if 
the school is closed or weak during the sum- 
mer months. 

In Sunday-school I do not think that we 
can stress examinations and requirements as 
we would in day-schools. In fact, even in 
the secular schools the formal examinations 
are being discredited so that in a school 
where we are under the necessity of using 
etachers who lack definite training it would 
be unfair.to hold back a pupil for- what- in 
nine casés out of ten would be the fault of 
the teacher. Given a pupil of avérage in-| 
telligence, and a teacher of average ability, 
there is no reason why any pupil should not 
be able to do the wou required from week 
to week; and in proportion as the teacher 
gains the interest and confidence of the pupil 
the work will be well done, with perhaps a 
right to extra honors, But to do this the 
people should have been placed in the right 
grade at the start. Ifthe pupil is either too 
young or too old for the grade in which he 
is at work, the results may not be satisfac- 
tory. 

In the enrolling of new pupils be careful, 
therefore, to place the pupil in the right 
grade, and in the proper class within the 
grade, if there is such a choice of classes. 
Both age and ability should govern this, and 
the public school grade is about as safe a 
guide as can be found. In the Graded 
Courses the first- year primary corresponds 
to the first year in public school, so that it 
will be very easy to work out. It is under- 
stood that not all children of the same age 
are necessarily rey proficient, but the 
school grade will usually be the determining 
factor, certainly in the younger grades. 

It would seem, therefore, if the pupil is 
rightly placed that he would be expected* 
each year to be passed on from grade to 
grade regardless of examinations or tests ; 
but in order to encourage*him, and still be 
fair to him, plan to give him recognition for 
such work within the grade as shall be de- 
termined upon by the school. With the 
primary children the teachers should see 
that the pupils are marked each week for 
their memory text, given credits or points 
for the repetition of a story, or for the hand- 
work, or for whatever is understood to be 
the test in the department, It is important 
to have the pupils and their parents under- 
stand what the plan is in order that each 
pupil shall have full opportunity to do his 
best each week. With some such plan the 
work is regular, there is no undue pressure, 
there is weekly encouragement, and it is 
fair. Some children have a good verbal 
memory, others can tell a story or give an 
explanation more easily ; some classes have 
good teachers, and some pupils will have 
those who are not so well qualified to help 
the pupils. All of this makes it important 
that we plan so that every one may have a 





fair chance. 
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With the Junior pupils, whose ability to 
do independent wee will make the whole 
plan less complicated, the pupils themselves 
can be counted to take interest, in set- 
ting the standard as to what shall constitute 
a fair recognition. With the Intermediates 
the desire to receive marks and credits does 
not count so much, but they will be inter- 
ested'in the standing of the class or of the 
department as a whole, 
ote, therefore, from year to year, but 
lan during the year so that every one may 
we an opportunity to receive credit, for 
which honors shall be received and publicly 
given. 


bd 


Pamphlets on Tithing Free 


N The Sunday School Times of Marck 9, 
I offered to send to all active church 
workers who asked for them du the 
month of March a package of ‘six pamphlets 
on tithing, three of them new, without charge, 
postage paid. By mistake in my office, two 
of the new pamphlets were not sent in a large 
number of the orders. I will be glad to send 
the twe omitted to all who will advise me 
that they were not received. 

I also hereby renew the original offer, and 
will send a package containing six pamphlets 
on tithing to all ministers, » Seow cers, 
Sunday-school teachers, members of mission- 
ary societies, Christian Endeavor Societies, 
and kindred organizations, who will write 
for them during the month of May, 1912. 

It is absolutely necessary that you mention 
this paper. All orders must be personal. 
Requests to send ay hlets to others are not 
included in this offer. Address ‘‘ Layman,’’ 
143 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago, III. 








The Old Plea 
He ** Didn’t Know It Was Loaded"’ 


The coffee drinker seldom realizes that 
coffee contains the drug, me perand a 
serious poison to the heart and _ nerves, 
causing many forms of: disease, notice- 
ably dyspepsia. ; 

‘*T was a lover of* coffee and used it 
for many years, and did not realize the 
bad effécts I-was’suffering from its use. 
(Tea is just as injurious as coffee because 
it, too, contains caffeine, the same drug 
found in coffee.) 

‘*At first I was troubled with indiges- 
tion. I did not attribute the trouble to 
the use of coffee, but thought it arose 
from other causes. With these attacks 
I had sick headache, nausea and vomit- 
ing. Finally my stomach was in such a 
condition I could scarcely retain any 
food, 

‘*T consulted a physician; was told all 
my troubles came from indigestion, but 
was not informed what caused the indi- 
gestion. I kept on with the coffee and 
kept on with the troubles, too, and my 
case continued to grow worse from year 
to year until it developed into chronic 
diarrhoea, nausea and severe attacks of 
vomiting. I could keep nothing on my 
stomach and became a mere shadow, re- 
duced from 159 to 128 pounds. ~~ 

“‘A specialist informed me I hada very 
severe case of catarrh of the stomach, 
which had got so bad he could do noth- 
ing for me, and I became convinced my 
days, were numbered. 

‘*Then I chanced to see an article 
setting forth the good qualities of Postum 
and explaining how coffee injures people, 
so I concluded to give Postum a trial. I 
soon saw the good effects—my headaches 
were less frequent, nausea and vomiting 
only came on at long intervals and I was 
soon achanged man, feeling much better. 

‘*Then I thought I could stand coffee 
again, but as soon as I tried it my old 
troubles returned and I again turned to 
Postum. Would you believe it, I did this 
three times before I had sense enough to 
ont coffee for good and keep on with the 

ostum. Iam now a well man with no 
more headaches, sick stomach or yomit- 
ing, and’ have already gained back to 
147 pounds.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Look in pkgs. for the famous little 
book, ‘* The Road to Wellville.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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The Song of the Prodigal Son 


Continued from page 279 





The tired Elder Brother saw that they-had not waited for him, 
And red rage rose up hot to his throat, that he struggled for breath, and his eyesight 
grew dim, 


«* What manner of Father is this?’’ he exclaimed. 
cease 

I have kept his commands to the split of a hair, I have watched my young glory decrease ; 

Oh, how oft have I stifled the cries of my heart for the joys that he bade me deny! 

Oh, how oft, when they passed within reach of my hand, have I writhed as I let them go by! 


**I have digged in his fields without 


*s He is waxen right fat on the fruit of my toil, he hath strengthened his life-blood with mine ; 
I was weary and faint, and I prayed for his peace, but he would not vouchsafe me a sign ; 
Then this igal cometh, who many a year hath drunk deep the perfection of bliss, 

And to him hath been given the love I have earned—oh, what manner of Father is this ?’’ 


The iron entered into his soul as he stood in the outer gloom ; 

But the door was flung wide, and the Father himself came forth from the festival room : 

** Without thee the feast is no feast in my sight; wherefore tarriest thou, O my son?”’ 

‘* Go thou in and gorge wine with the son of thy choice !_ I have lived, and will perish, alone! ”’ 


With the strength of despair he uplifted a head that had ever aforetime been bowed, 

And steadily looked in the all-piercing eye with a heart for the first time uncowed ; 

In defiance he stood and awaited a wrath he had feared every terror above— 

And he saw that the face he had looked on at length was the face of all-conquering Love. 


*s Thou hast ever been with me, and all that I have, both of joy and of beauty, is thine ; 
The force of all nature, the throb of all life, the thrill of all art—all are mine ; 

It is I, even I, who have sounded the call that inspired. thy passionate pain ; 

Look thou up, O my son! am not I far more sweet than the glittering lures of thy brain? 


** Now as for thy brother, who many a year hath squandered the strength of his youth, 
His suffering hath not been wholly in vain, for the depths have surrendered a truth, 

A truth, O thou son of restraint, which thy soul from the horror of darkness shall save ; 
That your Father is served not by sorrow alone, but by joy in the life that he gave. 


‘* Then come, O my firstborn, and sit by my side, for thou also hast known me at last ; 

Ye twain are my children, and both in my love shall forget all the bitterness past : 

Thou shalt teach him to work, he shall teach thee to love, in each other complete, and in me, 
Down rolling zeons ye shall sound my mighty harmony.”’ 





Questions in the Prayer: Life 


Considered by Henry W. Frost 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission 





Realizing God in Prayer 


Is it wrong to pray when we do not realize 
that we are talking to God face to face ? 


false conceptions of what is required in 
respect to imagining how God looks, in try- 
ing to see him ‘‘ face to face,’’ etc. 

In other words, by way of illustration, we 
are to pray much as we should send a tele- 
gram, or as we should telephone. In these 
acts we believe that there is a person at the 
other end of the line, that he will hear us, 
and that he will answer us, and hence we 
put ourselves: into harmony with certain 
physical laws, and then we send our mes- 
sage. It is in this way that we obtain an 
answer, 
this process is passed through without strain- 


HE answer to this question largely de- 
pends upon what the questioner means 
by the word ‘‘ realize.’’ Ii he means 

a physical vision of God, or an emotional 
experience which is the equivalent of such a 
vision, I would say that it is not wrong to 
pray when such realization is lacking. But 
if he means saving faith in God through 
Christ and a taking God at his word in refer- 


And it is to be noted that all of 
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ACH Bell Telephone is the 

center of the system. This 
system may be any size or any 
shape, with lines radiating 
from any subscriber’s telephone, 
like the spokes of a wheel, 
‘to the limits of the subscriber’s 
| requirements, whether ten miles 
or a thousand. 





Somewhere on the edge of this 
subscriber’s radius is another who 
‘requires a radius of lines stretch- 
ing still further away. On the 
‘edge of this second subscriber’s 


Hiradius is still a third,, whose re- 


quirements mean a further exten- 
| sion of the lines, and so on. 


This endless chain of systems 
may be illustrated by a series of 
overlapping circles. Each addi- 
tional subscriber becomes a new 





Communication 


center with an extended radius 
of communication, reaching other 
subscribers. 


However small the radius, the step- 
by-step extension from neighbor 
to neighbor must continue across: 
the continent without a stopping 
place, until the requirements . of 
every individual have been met. 


There can be no limit to the ex- 
tension of telephone lines until the 
whole country is-covered, There 
can be no limit to the system _of 
which each Bell telephone :is the 
center, up to the greatest distance 
that talk can be carried: 


Because these are the fundamental 
needs of a nation of telephone 
users, the Bell System must pro- 
vide universal service, 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
| AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


| One Policy 


One System 


Universal Service 











ence to the efficacy of prayer, then I would 
say that it certainly is wrong to pray when 
such realization is lacking. The writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us: ‘* With- 
out faith it is impossible to be well pleasing 
unto him; for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that seek after him.’’ It is plain 
from this that belief in God and faith in him 
as a prayer-answering God are necessary 
conditions to right prayer, and hence it is 
true that the soak of these conditions would 
lead to wrong praying. 

But when this has been said, the neces- 
sary conditions of prayer have been ex- 
pressed. It is not needful therefore, and it 
would be wrong to doso, to lay down addi- 
tional conditions of prayer. Hence, no one 
has a right to require of one’s self or of another 
to experience visions or revelations in order 
to gather assurance that prayer is being 
heard and answered. It cannot be said too 
often that the Christian’s life is one, not of 
feeling, but of faith ; and it is a fact that the 
exercise of faith brings us, so far as general 
experience is concerned, to a very simple 
line of things in respect to the emotions. 
Also, it is to be constantly remembered, that 
the value of prayer is not in anything we 
may create within ourselves in the way of 
intensity or vision, but only and ever in the 
Name which we present before the Father 
and in the confidence which we have in the 
promises attached to that Name. To keep 
these thoughts in mind will help rid us of 





ing ourselves to imagine how our friend 
looks, and without making any effort to ex- 
perience any special emotions as we speak 
to him. Indeed, we are sometimes called 
upon to telegraph and telephone to a person 
whom we have never seen, whose appear- 
ance we cannot imagine, and concerning 
whom we find it impossible to exercise any 
special feeling. 


HUS it is, only in a far higher realm of 
experience, that we are expected to 
speak to the Friend of friends in prayer. 

God is far away in heaven, and we have never 
seen him, but the Spirit gives us vital connec- 
tion with him, so that we can speak to him as 
a man speaks with his friend. Believing this, 
we do not have to imagine how God looks, 
or to create any deep emotions within our- 
selves as we speak to him. The essential 
thing is to believe, and then, putting our- 
selves into harmony with existing spiritual 
laws, to speak and to obtain our answer. 
To experience anything beyond this in the 
way of realization and emotion may add to 
our enjoyment, but it cannot add to the 
value of our prayer and to its answer. Sci- 
entists suggest that some day, by the help of 
mirrors, we may be able to see the person 
at the other end of the telephone line. This 
may possibly add to the satisfaction of the 
speakers ; but meanwhile we speak and ob- 
tain our replies, and this is the thing for 
which telephones were made, and which 
gives them their real importance and value, 
And thus it is in the life of prayer, 
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University method of epecinisntion 
4 ARTFORD with practical training for the min- 
THEOLOGICAL 

Graduate fellowships, ‘both . foreign 

d resident. O) t I du- 
ates of all. duncmieatons, —e-- SEMINARY 
Address Dean M.W. JACOBUS, Hartford, Conn. 
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THE POLICEMAN |} 


¥YSPOT- 
LESS 
TOWN 





This brilliant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housekeeper’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 
ay yee x - No matter how 

ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. - 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, May 19, 1912. 
Why and How to Please Christ. 
(2 Tim. 2; 1-13. Union meet- 
ing with the Juniors.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MoNnN.— Because Christ is Lord (Eph. 4: 1- 


6). 
TUEs.— Because Christ is model (Rom. 8 : 
28-30). 
WED.—By deeds of mercy (Matt. 25 : 40). 
THUR.—By pleasing God (1 John g : 18-24). 
FrI.—By fruit-bearing (Jahn 15 : 1-8). 
Sat.—By loyal service (Rom. 15 : 1-3). 
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Your Father ff 
rer | 
~ Could Have f€ 
ic 
Become Wealthy 
if he had invested a generation ago in 
choice building lots in such cities as 
Denver, Omaha, Kansas City or Okla- UG 

Ui homa City. A few dollars would have 2] 
earned almost incredible profits. 

You have an opportunity equal to [fd 
the one he missed. 
ic The Pacific Northwest must have (@ 

y} cities. Its vast agricultural, timber 1] 
and mining wealth insures the money [© 
investment necessary to build these p= 

= cities. , A 

nu We have searched the whole North- fiaj} 
west to find the “birthright towns”” 
which in a few years will become great. 
We have studied qe for years 
fu —we are expert in judging Northwest- fi 
= ern land values. 
Ww In co-operation with the great rail- 
road builders we have selected seven- 
i teen young cities, small to-day, but so 
favorably located that they must soon 
[wu become great. We rejected over three fig) 
= hundred towns in finding these seven- 
fc teen ** preferred risk" young cities. ra] 
We offer at attractive prices, five 
[c éots, one in each of five young cities. fp 
==) Easy payments—no interest—we pay 
wy all taaes. By investing in five towns fc 
you divide the risk and multiply the 
profit by five. al) 
Write now and let us prove that this 
is one of the safest, sanest, most profit- [fj] 
able investments open to the man of & | 
y =moderate means: in | 
| 


High grade men are making com- 


fortable incomes as our resen- 

ie tatives in their districts. ‘@ may 
have an opening for you. — 
Northwest Townsite Company [C 
Uj 316 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. [fl 
Ms 
) =) 











urnis ; 14 rooms (two baths), laundry, fireplace, | 
rnace. Broad porches, large grounds, garage. ear 
Trinity Church. $600 June x to Oct. 1. M.C. Lockwood. 


FOR RENT. "=>," RED HOUSE” 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 














Relate one incident that must have pleased 
Christ. 


iene one thing that Juniors may do to please 
m, 


What does Christ most desire in your life ? 


THE SUNDAY.SCHOOL TIMES 









1N TRUE friendship, the one purpose of 
| each friend is to please the other. When 

one seeks to be a friend, his seeking ex- | 
presses itself in the effort to please the one | 
whose friend he would be. So Paul in his | 
friendship for Christ had but the one supreme | 
passion, and that was, in all things, wher- | 
ever he was, to be well pleasing to Christ. | 
This, he tells us, he made his aim, cherished | 
as his ambition. Where does he say this? 


It is a wonderful thought that we can 
please Christ. He is now in the full fellow- 
ship of his Father. The glory which he had 
with the Father before the'world was, he has 
now. To all that he left in the incarnation 
he has gone back. What can be added to 
his satisfaction? Hes in God. Much can 
be added. We can add to his joy.. The 
weakest ‘of men can please- him: In one 
sense we can do nothing to repay Christ for 
all that he has done forus. In another sense 


we can repay him. We can-please-him. 
“ 


And this is a rule of life that can be applied 
always. In every situation and on every 
occasion there is a course of action. that 
will please Christ and another that will 
displease him. We can always choose the 
former. And this choice will -invariably 
guide us aright. If we do the thing that 
pleases Christ, that will prove to be the right 
thing, And this rule is easy of application, 
As a rule, it is not difficult to know what 
Jesus would be pleased with. Let usdo that, 
What do you think displeases him ? 

% 

We do not always please him. We are 
not as true friends of Christ as we are of one 
another. 


‘* Lord, make me coy and tender to offend ; 
In friendship first, | think, if that agree 
Which I intend, 
Unto my friend's intent and end. 
I would not use a friend as I use Thee, 


** If any touch my friend or his good name, 





(Lesson for May 19) MAY 4, 1912 











“°~ “Messages of the 
Men: Religion Movement 





SEVEN BOOKS 





Also the stirring platform addresses delivered at the Conservation Congress by John | 
.R. Mott, Edward A, Steiner, J..A; Macdonald, Wm, Jennings Bryan, Dr. Grenfell, 
‘John Mitchell, Jane Addams, Dr. J. ‘H. Jowett and others. 
‘Indispensable to Ministers and Laymen 
‘* The crowning achievement of the Men and Religion Movement—its biggest 
and best contribution to the work of the churches with men and boys.”’ 
I —FRED B,. SMITH, Campaign Leader. 


EDITION LIMITED—Order from your Bookseller, 
Denominational Publishing House, or address 


ASSOCIATION PRESS, 124 East 28th St., New York City 


FOUR DOLLARS 


Seven attractively bound volumes on vital themes ; 


prepared by carefully chosen 

Commissions Chairmen 
Publicity................... ssecseeseeeses Mr. George W. Coleman, Boston 
Boys’ Work ............. wtbpiococtsese Rev. Charles W. Gilkey, Chicago 
Evangelization ....... ppadsbidetcasese Rev. John Timothy Stone, Chicago 
Rural Church. ...... ....Mr. Henry Wallace, Des Moines 
Social Service ..............sss0000+ Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, New York 
DEIR snsnnscediedsocovocgicr aan Prev Dr. Robert E. Speer, New York 
BRD II spss cccnccvocceccocsiocecoees Pres. Ozora S. Davis, Chicago 
Christian Unity... .....................Bishop E. R. Hendrix, Kansas City 
























The World’s Largest, Most Famous Retail Millinery House 


© Lit Brothers 


PHILADELPHIA, 


bes] remt83 45 


-... Bringing to you the advantage of 
the greatest Millinery business in the 
world. Sent to any address in the 
United States or Canada; express 
prepaid within one thousand miles. 
Remit by check or Postal Note. 


Of fine quality Milan straw — 
smart shape—in white or black— 
effectively trimmed with black 
or white wings; and faced and 
X trimmed with silk velvet. 


Address Dept. “D’ 1, Lit Brothers, Philadelphia 


PENNA. 














It is my honor and my love to free | Me 


His blasted fame 
From the least spot or thought of blame. 
I could not use a friend as I use ‘I hee. 


‘* When that my friend pretendeth to a place, 
I quit my interest and leave ‘it free ; 
But when ‘Thy grace 
Sues for my heart, I ‘Fhee displace ; 
Nor would I use a friend as luse Thee.”’ 


What are the things that please Christ? 
Are they not the same now that they were 
when he was here upon the earth? What 
Zid he say then that he liked and disliked ? 
He has not changed. Whatever he bade 
men do or not do when he was here, he 
would have men do or not do now. 

% 


What can you gather as to the things that 
will please Christ from Matthew 25 : 31-46? 











HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUN DAY » SCHOOL 
Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 


Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor a sample copy 
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HIS _ school three in 
their own he » to become successful 
nurses. Qne writes, “1 have more work offered 
than I can a t.”” Another, *‘1 have worked for 
eight different ysicians.” ‘The third, “1 receive 
$20 to $30 a week.” 
Our method of training has made it possible for 
thousands of women, with and without previous ex- 
perience, to earn $10 to $25 a week as professional 
nurses, 

Send tor a copy of ** How I Became a Nurse ’’ and 
our Year Book explaining method; 248 pages with 
intensely interesting experiences by our graduates. | 


1 


Eleventh year. 
The Chautauqua School of Nursing 
286 Main St. Jamestown, N. Y. 








WOULD YOU 


Show this wholly visible Type 
writer to your friends and let 
them see wherein it a 







= ~ Bay 
en om & postal card, orina | 
letter t us, simply say: Mail | 





The Century Co., Union Square, New York 














particulars. 
EMERSON TYPEWRITER CO., Bex 32, Woodstock, flineis. 


| Philadelphia, Pa. 


Much interest has been mani- 
fested in an article on the work 
of the Bible Success Band, by 
George T. B. Davis, which ap- 
peared in the Times giving the 
Sunday-school lesson for Janu- 
ary 14th, 1912. A large num- 
ber of orders for the booklets, 
which contain a list of verses 
to be memorized and other 
information concerning the 
Band, were received, but it 
was then impossible to secure 
them in this country. We now 
have a large stock on hand, 
and will be glad to furnish 
them, together with cards of 
membership, postpatd at the 
following prices: ten cents a 
copy, one dollar per dozen, 
eight dollars per hundred. 


» | The Sunday School Times Co., 


Book Dept., 1031 Walnut St., 
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